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-tlE 
POUnCS ol Mrb-ln x

I ..n otlr b. !trd.Btood
I ,Abr iE ch.E E br.r-
I Allrrndof lh..d}6clst.tE*

d. h tl.. lts . W. naE to ud.F
.t .d how tlrlcoh Hrir!.ll urdoF
Grl . r.pld F0tlcal olotnbn h
t F bsr th F.B ol Ht ttc, .r rn

ln tl, lalo 1910. ad G.ny 5O.,
*t a M.bolm b6.m ptitbatt,
&UE,tn racltt.Ft.m ot r.gcE
uon t.- .h.ity ta.hrg .crlE opDo

Br 19116 0r lirtloEl &soclaton
fortn.AdY&..rEnt ol C.lorcd Pe
D..(?. ACP) h.daso,ooo mnt 

''h ,-073 tr.Elr., rbb M. th.
mh H.ct poltlol m\GDnt h

ln lh. soutn, lbckt racld .pnrt-
h.U.trl6 *g.g.Uon .nd .lcGD F9.ir. AtalBl ilit bact€Durn MaF
ti. kt s ,LLt'r Souihch Ctubrbn
rEd.rstiD Cqit E@ {sc!c) had
cdD to tl'c ta..l oa U- dceslllr'
tiM .tru€Br., tnU.ly .b!rd lh.
Mai6dB, Cosnt, b6 boycott! ot
1955.id 56.

XiE. rDv.mnt, .l,omin ted !,
th. duEh atr(l w.d&d io p.5..lul
rDd }'EFl c.B, i.utrn to E. mE
vlolclE to .it".ct pL.crul E
lolB tlm US clltt.lbt ecl.ty,
dlcldt. b.ing r.cod riih a Etsn or
lctu li6 Bhftc .uprMist!, lF
cloalg tNh Dba and b..UlEt.

Sbaad
8ut ethGr.tEnl of Uack or

ladeuon lrat d.voloping, ono
wikn totaly !cr.ct.d whitc !o.lot,,
!c!.Yirg il could not hc Efoni.d.
ntl h3 Eqan MuhroDd's ilatron
or ljLla loundcd ln D.thlt lI 1930.

MDh.m.d'! .t6t.S, wat uF
cqdvo.al, Buon:lht and scpa6.
tisL Hc tauElt th.i wlit 6el.ty
,nd ahn. p.opL h g.tuEl w.E
iEfi.bly E.i3t, US U*ts slDlld
sp.atc and lom th.t om Mtlon.
MutEnn d c.lk le a ..toh r.
Atia. and 3trcs$d bLck Amrt
c.c ina.tutlonlt ll.le wfth th.
Forl6 oa tho r d rodd But h.
aLo FEah.d lh. pe.lbllity ot .
*paEt. llact t.ritoi ln ltont
lrErt..

Th6ttEqEtha l,ttt'&lioD oa th.
n.tionoal{.m rdmnrro@gU-k
FoDlc w.. lG .iDr6.!s otr bt&k
Fi.L. tt taugtt that Go.t r.3 Ueck,
rhd ,hitca ,.r. .. lnLrior Ec,
.ncouEgc.l tho Gtabllshm.nt ol
Uack t Bin6s., cclebr.ted At+

A. lo€ a. black p.opL had not
att ldcd national Indcrcnd.r.,
Md|atrn d'. 'Mulfld Pre8r.rrrn'
d.Dnd.d lr..dom, ,u.tlc. and
cqultr ol opFrudt . lt statd:

'A! lolg !. w. aE mt allowcd to
G3Lblbh a .tat. or t.rdtory ol out
*n, Y6 &Ern not only cq{al jse
rt !d.r tn l.E ot an Unn.d
5t t ., bsl .qi.l .trployrElt oE

Yct, a! th! tlailon or lslah gEw
troE . *ct to . ms oryaDb.tlon .
h tE 1950! Ui. @imttiEtrt io
rho rh,g8l. b?.quant s,ithir whlt.
.ocbt, EEIlEd . d.rd l.tlcr. ln
FnciLc tho Bhck MulllB, :3ll.,
ffi lftwr!.!.LlBd ftom thc .c
t@a .truaSl. ror d.*g.!.uon and
.ivlit,t.. ln.l.ad lBt ot tlEh
rc.olE6 w.E .lnnmlLd ltrto G
.dittrE freh .llmg3t itG rEoBt
&cltoN ol th. bla.k wor*lr'g chs
rndlDmthoLE H:c& pd$n popo

Conve,E
omotth.t convcrt3 l{.s Malcoln

X, *ho had gFm up ar Maholm
Utlc, . Ftty cek in larlee Or
hl. El.as. lDm p.,3or ln a952
Md@lm b.Gam on6 ot Muhah
Ed'. le.dlng lolhw.E. H& mg.
ftdc FBDlily a.d F.p{lar !!.a*-
lng sti,e .ttow.d lh. N.do. ol lC.m
lo E*t! out to ffi la'tB ot..tu
.Ld...d twth. a, U. t.to 1950.
Itlalolm X h.d loconE, thEuA 16
trB, arlkl6.ndtcL$!ed.M6,
.n lntomtlon.l .rntol ol EslE
tloMry black Etloll.lls.

Bst tbth Moh6dE<l'. hlack r
tloEllim an.l ,(inl'. rcforml3t
lln.lfdtr,nbm w.E bd€ Fn io
,w t6tr I tll. rtlll88b m.Bl

Ay r,963 Xrlg wri.t th.lE.d o,
. Frdtl.@ttbn ol U.ck o€.nl
r.Uoni. AhrErH. !EU!. Uc t E
colcts r- R.crd Eqi,.ltty (GORE)

.nd th. Sludcnt rioDvlobd Co
odlnatila codritre (s cc), $.
IIIA CP.ndxlnf.ScLcw6n Dt
ll.&E hrld,lt ol thoen b tn .,r
ret .cdon to .Lt *EEgrrronko
h rno Sosr\ .nd lEBCiCl, th.
6.Ln and.t i. !.!t lity t.c.d by
bLctq L lrE hdlh.n cili6. A M.Et
on Wa.hlngion oE.d*d that yo-
Erbill*d 250,0O0.

Itr civfi nght. m6mnt w.3 F
long.r 5imrly , U.ck prtBt mvc
r'cni. lt h.d b66utr to win infi{Gr'c.
in whit. [h.El clE L. .nd anuE.t
otEanlscd whlt. Bort.E. At ttE
6.m tiD.n ,:c.d . ,cias r.cl.t
brckla.lr, p.nlclhrly h th. Solth
whlch, ld tlFu!.nd! or yo!ft. lF
crc5.lngly ..fl.d lnto q!..lbn noD
vloL.cc ....t6r.A,.

Y.t th. Nallor .r liln$ r@in.d
on tt'. .ldcliB. MuhamEd Ep€l-
.dly veto.d mv6 to g.t lrvolEd lD
.lril ,itlln! Ectiviri! Ho .y.n b6
c.m emDbll.d ltr collBbn wlth
tlhltdup.emclst US lacists.

Whil. huDdE.h o, thorend. w.l!

Mfl'ffSrfiri**
o$rnisriohal, poliriel and Fr.

Mddm wsimpotien! Lo ent r
th. Dar! EdeDen! not in order io
lail b.hiDd lhe pacifist lead.B but
to revoiutionis6 the.truggle.
MuhMm.d wetad !h. MElihr
io mm,in on th€ sid.li;.H Dn.
mdily reUerou! s! with radjel

Ir Loe Aageles in April 1962,
Fli6 shot evln uoamed Bleck
Musljms, ldlling @e. Sixt .n Mu;-
lilr|t were .harsed with diminal
arsaul t sAsi ns! the poli.e. ti{sl.olm
X s.t aloul orgarusing unitld e.
li@ against this ouh-age with the
.iY. bla.k irt gEtionisl l.adeE,
6d .ven spp.aled to whit€! Ior
ffnancial 5uppo.l. MuhaEmed
qui.kly v6ied lhi!, insistins otr a
purely legal defon.o Mpaisn ard
no i'int a.tivity with tron-Mslim

Th6 inevitabl. sp:ii cam€ in
March 196a and Malcolm .n-
nounced he ws .€lting up a new
dSani$tioa the Mullim Mooqu.
Inc. Bul s@n il be@m6.le thi!
wu nol just en orgrnistiorl

C.or8e B!.ilma, Malcolmb h.
oeBph.r ed a l.edq oftheAm.ri-
@ Sdiali.t Work E Party, divi&.
Msl..lE IEt yed aft6r the split
inlo l@ ph@.. Fir.tly ahe'Em-
.ilior', Aun lhe .pln uadl Mal-
colrn'. r.tlrrrl frdn s trip to M.cca

lx.dl.g tlE ca[ to ms..ctlon by
ttE civil dghtr mov.crt tlt ahck
Mutll6' EvolsibDry mrd! G

h ,964 Mat.olrn X boko with th.
ation o, lC.o, !6ldst mch .crl

@ry, rnd .tadcd , pr.s o, po
lldcd brnhtkE YvHch w.. to h:d
hlrr to a mch nFro r.del, an$
c.CrarBt ro,rrlauoo of hir Fltdca.
It b . tdhnc ro M.lcolm X'. Dollt!c.lcorzE that n nb.L mt oln
tut two lolrilcal crollltloB h ht!
[f.. Frcm .mall tkm l!3tld to n]
tlonal politlcal l.r&r, lltGn fDm
.b.tcntlonbt U.ck MtloMlilm to
.n att.npt lo con&lm hl.ck..p+
EtbM .nd ci,U.n

It hr.n .wlutlon.qt .,tbn wh.n
ELck,Ylcalim rs&la, Flt Uy ln
coll!.lon rlth th. FBl, kllt.d
Md@lnr, .gEd 40, on Zt Fcburry
L!)65.

Hl. d.Elopcnt :wa, lDm ttto
Iatlon of lsLtn h.d h.t d 16. tlla.
tlvo y.aE. ln thb Drcc.s Mahoh
Drod!4d *v..d Flolnl'$o6 oa
hb Fo0ric.l pr.ganD .d phdoe
!h, .d oL.n m& cortr.dEtory
.t t.mnt Gv.n $lhin , .tr8l.

ThL l! what hi3 rlb*.d Nn,
dlfl.ring .tEnd. snHn bl&I n+
tl,omll56 a.d eclallsm to clslm
Md6lm X a3 th.lr own. Evcn .t
lh.h nbst tLv.loFd Dolnt of .vohr
lbn away iiom Eqi.l| MuhanrEd.
M.lcolm'. Dolnro Emln colnr+
dktory: not.luCon ol lh!.t uggl.
,o. black libeatlon wltt Dci.lis
l,ut a contulion, about both .h.b

IT

"Malcolm X-Anget of Harlem" read the slog:an
on one blek touth's leatlEr jad<et on the

January Asylum Bill dena. Mal@lm's fanous
sbgan "By Any Means Necessary" adorns a

best-selling T-shitt, along with a ptptograph ot
him with a high velocity rifle. Later this teat

Spike L@'s @ntrcee$ialfilm abutw lffe ot
Malcolm X will hittJle cinemas. fut a Eeneration
of Wung blacks Malcolm X has entered populal

nrythologl as a sytnbol ot militant black
rcsistance. But he remains misun&rsi@d.

Otett blek nationalists ard antisemites like
Louis Fatakhan claim Malcolm as thei

inspiration. Others praise Malcolm's attempt to
combine black separatism with socialism. Some

even claim he had becone an "un,nscious-
rewhrtionaty socialist before he was gunned

down in 7965.

Who is ighQ What is the tnntl about
Malcolm X? How can s@ialists, black

separatists and e\/en middE class black
nationalbts all cla'm to be his fo owers?

l-au@ Watkins expl ains.

Frorn black nG

to socialisn
ThsljudgemeDt disldt! the Psn.

theE achal politiG (sc WP lr4)
ed B ni3leadjng sboul Malcolm X
l,oo. No Eal r.volutonary MaIrjd.
should b. lahctj$n8 hi. id.6s. Ou!
task iB !o *parat6 wha! wa! po6i.
tire frm whal, remain.d ..nf,,qa
and mistaken.

l!fl ,nediatalyalt r lhebF,kwith
Elijsh Muhanm.d. Malcol'l,.
pbFcr Mounr€d to impl.n.nring
.11 th€ 6uld and cial .rD€Ls of
th. Nslion of IdM progrmne:

'I ltil beli€v. rhai Mr MuhM-
m.dl eallsis ottb. problem is lhc
ho.l realisti. ard lhs! hi. slutid
i! lhe bejione . . .'he t )d rcport-
618. 'But 22 million of @r people
who ar6 sbll here in AD.ri6 ned
b€tler f@4 clothins, houlins edu-
.ation and job6 rirht noe. Mr
MultMm.d! progrm d@s poiDi
u. ba.k homewdd, but ii el& cd-
L.in. within it eh8t s.ould &d
.hould h. doirg uoh.lp&lv. mey
ofou! oh probl.h! whil. B e

Like mmy su!.equ6nt bl&k na-
lionalistr and G€prrati.ta Muhm-
medl politis sun&d r8dicrl whon
h€ t tk.d aboui a lotum ro Afii.a
or a &poats lht for bl&ks in
Americ4 but he Eluhbl.d when it
dm. to changing thirg! within
nci6! US imFd.lim. Th. qr-
6@ he haal to @fro.t ws: hoe?

Malcoln had fdyee @ttSEt d
Phjt liborab fd lh.ir duplici,
lhd ths whit workin8 !la3! for its
rr.i6m. H. now had io fac. ilt

in May 1964, End then ths 'ffnal
po.iod'from Jun6 1964 lo his s-
'ei.ation.Wlrilsr aheE de .lear Fliti@l
difflr.n.B balv.en Mal.olrtr!
Blatements in thee tm pha6€s. io
c-t)l onty the fir6t 'transitionaf is
mjsl4dirg. Righ! up to his dealh
Malcolmt politics wer6 .hesins
and rehained contr.djclory. B!.il-
m6r welod t defond Maloln
from critiG who simply l,bell.d
hift a bl&k nltioaslisl. But hig
aMlysi6 ale filtad in eirh tho
SWP. belief lhat Mslcolm in etret
b.cme e 'un.,n..ious' r6volu-
ijoaary sialisl and int mational-

Bro*en

'IMay, with black nationalim
ed $paratim gaining populer.
it, it is impodan! to .mphasi$
rhal Malcold. th€ oltural i.oa of
bl&k n.tionalism, h.d..n*iouly
&oLa qith il by th. rimo he died.
But equal, we should rot ide.li!.
hi!lat rpouti.alphilosphyjdr.6s.
in8 i! up s a form ofM.rxinL or
claim il wds sn adequal6 guide io
&tion fd tlose,ho followed him.

Phil l1.ahplon, yiilins in tI€
Eritish Milt darl blek paperPaa.

'Thewholdlledhimur&rnr.d
A. 6dity of hi. id.e. His .lesth
.pah.d lh6 BI&I Prtrlher.. It.y
ilov.lop.d hi. id@r luth6!, to tho
con.lu3ion of a unit d H&k da
ehii. Evolutioo.ry .Eugglc fo;

probl.m ofhor to win blek lib.E.
tion in q rciety wh.E whit liba.
at.ruLd 4d whi i. trcrk Efernad

Wtm hr launched th Mudim
MGqu. Inc Malolm d.cl&.d:

'Whitc. @ h.lp ur, bul rhey
cantlirin E'n'.r6 can b. no bls.k.
whit. unity untit ihor€ j. fir6! sme
blik unjty.I}En En b. no worl.
.r/ blidEity rrnlil th.r. i. fi..t
!dn. t&i.l -Idarily. W. @onot
lhink of uidng Piih dhE stil
w. h!v. 6Et Mitrd 6rn@g ou!-

PoNlat
Thi! 'two stsse' ihlory of blek

lib.rrti6 is popular arnonF!bl.ct
natioMlisLs .Dd eDaEti.t. io&y.
th€r6 i. a lomel of Euih in it
bla.l Fople do n6d lo orgmi$
lhoDslwr within th. wiilor wotk-
iD8 da Dd.Benl in o(Lr to .L-
f..! r*im &d fi8hr for lheir oo
Eg.nd& But th. id.. th.r 5 &in!
rEusst. b.twen blek ard whit.
worler.hadt b. pu! otruntil alt4r
5la.k unit), w&...hiovsd proved
ao Suido to &do,r.

If'blek eit,m.sntaEp@r.
bl*k .t!t . a il did for MuhM-'
n6d, th.n tna.k Fopl. rculd h3E
a lorg tine to w.j L Uncl. Sam had
.oi.t !!ion ofAmtinA ther.te!6,
&d bl&k lh.'tElva wGE .ltc
F"ad s . rainci!, .montlt th.
Dorth.m indu.!.i.1 .tat . d rh.
USA"

If ah.L unib/ D@l a .ingl!
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tion;nlism
l?

,,t

ther you cart operata a capitati5!
Bystam unl6you aE vulruisric;
y@ hsve !o suck &m&no el*'!
blood !o be a @pibl6L"

Bul Malcnlmt progtamm. y&
not overdy mti{pr t5.lBt.

Th6 OAAU prosramme d@s ex.
pG. the 6has of US capitalis's
'amarciFEim'ofbl&k p@pleftoh
.lsi!ry The stat4m.nt ofajms id.n-
ti66 !h.'.6nonic erploibtion'of
bl8k p.ople s 'tho ;o6i ,icious
form pBcti.ed m any people in
America. It .lenou.c.. mr h" *
ing,Fb djsiminahon a;d the hish
@3t of living in th. shedo. 8u!- 
nowhero des i! *! its.lf a{aiBr
th. ehole syst€6 of waa. .lsv.rr:
l}l. .ryloit5tiotr of !h. Forker by

CoDequendy j Ls $lutioe io rh6
eonomic plightotbl&k psople ar6
euched a a *ri.! of refoms t
tb6 capildis! .ysiem, andmilitrnr
elf{rganisd t&tics !o achieve
lh.m. The stat m.nt ofaim. prc
po... a hocinA *lt imprcvem.n!
piorrohho ad a rent .rrike !o
win il. Tho only Ed eonomic dG
mand in.lhe stion on :Economi.
S.curiY i6 for t}t. .st€bli!h'n.n!
ora pool ofblack t€.hnicians, which
eould b. avEiable to !h€ d.Elop-
ing i nd.Fnden ! Afn.an .ountrie,
and prcvid. rcrk ror blsck Arneri-

'TheEby we will b€ d€velopins
an oP.n mdker for ihe many 6HIl6
w. pG5.s ed at tho eme tih.
w. will b. supplyins A&ica with
$. ltills she 6n besr ue. fis
prcj.{l t"ill b. one of mubr'l @
oFralion ofbenent.'

Thi! i3 a fom of utopru @ial-
ism, relian! 6 th6 dpiral is! .op€n

mek.l'to coat s6o fom of e
Doraic Bhbility &d liv.lih@d fd
tho tl5<k rcrkins clas i! rh. USA
I! it ndve sd-imFEtiv. s s
lEaLet fd e@nomic lib.rstidl

UI. all utopia. ciali.! prc
lr.Bmo6, Malcolml emDhsieB
sduetion owr dgr stis{ls. ft
oudino! a eri6 of r.lorm! in.du-'
..!ion bla.k peopl. hu! fishr tbr:
@rEol of l0% of.lt eh6l!. rhe
ri*ht !o write rlE r.x!b@k^ .r.-
Th. oAAU mnt d ,o d.v.id a
.tilled bl&k rcrkns ch{ !b[ !o
comp.lo wit} whit 6 forjotE. and.
bl&k porublion all. !o oskoE.
i8D@rl.! s m. of !h..h.in lhar

2

But Mal@lro .conoBi. Db-
srdrm.6nt in5 no cilntario; !o
ih. ?ortpl@, itrika a.tim, lx@-
pationt ed pick llios!-vonowr
lh. sp.cific quosion ooob *sEss-
tion and diE.riminerion. Still le5!
6 th.n sny 5b-aLEl tor bujtdns
udlyina.ti@wilhwhit worko6.

If i! M @nornic l.v.l th. pE
grMm. i! uotslly inadsquai. ed
refomi.L it do.! @ntain a r.volu-
tiomrychallengo lora.idstat vio-
l.nc.. All of Mdcdmt pr.sED-
mati. Btat€h.nt @ d.u d rh.
righ! t ble.l elfd.f.n . lsajns!
rscilt alta.k.

Sick.ned by a lucc6uioo ofrac-
i.r murdeB antl b.atiog!, police
arta.k! on p...tful tnllches ed
wids.pradr.pEsion aa.in6t.ivit
nShtt lctivist , M.l@lm'. ourrpo.
k.n .uppct fd bl&l &lfj.f.@
.tiuck r'chord wiah Deny yNns

'ln attg wh€r6 lh6 US 8dm-
n.n! ha! 6hoM it&lf u.'ble'nll/
or unwilliry io brinS lo justi@ !h6
ra.isl oppre*oE, murd.reB. who
bll inn@nt childr.n sd sdulB,
tho OAAU advocnt ! ther AIiG
Ameri@ p.opl. .n!uE our*lE6
lhat justice ii donFwhat ver rhe
pn@ 

^nd 
b! aar tuN a@sarr.'

Naiiele
Bu! oven h.re Malcolmi pr@

srahme fal5 !o 5how how ,o Ink
thi! dofensive 5trutal. eilh rh. of-
fensiv. sgajnst th. wholo epiral-
is!stat€ ma.hin..ln f6cr !h. rt!r.-
D.nl of aims boEalr a !t$!ling
innocen@ alout !h. US c@tiru.
tion and various pan-natioEl im-
p€iau.t bodi6. th. OAAU w.s:

'. .. p.Fu&d rha! !h. Charter
oftho UniLd Nstim!, !h. U ver-
.il D..larati6 ofHuban Rish!. .
th6 Con.titutim of th. USA ea
th6 Bill ofRisht! ar. ih6 plinciples
in which rr b€liev. a.d theEs docu-
Dents jf pu! intopr.rrio r.pEeni
lh. .5@@ ofmanlrndh hop6 snd

All tle d.m*rari( rishB in th.
wo.ld ars not enoush to end $e
dy3l€m of explojtation which
6tarv6 AIri.a ed redue! Aneri-
@lblek gheLtes !okillitrg fi.1d6.
No. @ Lhoy e.eEh ro oarme
th. inp.rislisi .tar. machin. that
i! suprc.d ro ehbody and prc!..!
such ngh L!. It i3 impo.d bl. fd US
impori3[sD lo ly.tematiolly up-
hold th6so fin. dsclsrarions ;r
'hops!6ndgo.dint nriondb.oue
it i3 cnhhitt d lo d.fending pri-
lat proFrty ed the bc.s'pEf ts
which rely m $is erpldration.

Mfths
Onc. w. remoE tho m rthE aboui

Mal.olm Xhi6 dti.6piiali.D hs
uobe leen s a mixlur. ofuloDie
ed r.formist siali.ln: hi. i;t r-
mtion lilm a e laud.bl€ d.sire to
help th! lourA@i. narionalisr revo-
lution! iD th. third @rld, bui noL
prcl€tarian jntrmalionalimj his
r.vdutioo6r, oppGition to .taio
Eci6h d.void of a stEtaaic rosl .

Unfortunat ly ih.left ha! hiled
!o poin! lhis ou!. In psrricular
Ceor8E BreiEltar ed the Ameri-
.an SWPhsvc lD€ni rhsyrar! sin@
Mal.olmt &rrh pddlins th. myrh
tla! ho we 'a black Btionalis!
plu. { ri.li6f, or at 1..!t in rh.
pB.E of beoninA a .eialisr.
Ar.ibn6 ersues ahatMsl.dD ws
@ th. Bd t e'lytrth..i.of black
natidralith ed *i.lirn'snd Lhi!
olh.B mu!! conplet i!.

No. Th. b..t tribuc. to Mrlmlm
X e6 c.n pay co&y is ro .ompler.
th. br.sk Malcolm ws hakinz
wilh n tion li{n and Bpadtism:
nor dla up lhe enru.i6 c s

h i. th. duty ofdory Mr*irr r.
Fint lhir @! ia ord.r t yir trew
6ghloE for revolution.ry mi,l.
im-Or onl, .ouis!.nr .tr.t.E/
for black lib.Etid-r

organiedon, lik.wie it
would Do. te achi.vcd.
The bl..k int4gstionilt.
.nd refomisl3 lite Kinr
.nd Js es Farm.r rr-
osnisd their *hiie lib-
eral alli6 r€ired !,hlcol,n
X, And rherefor6 di!-
tan ed lhem*lve. fmln
him.

In fact, d.$pite tho I.-
prcsio. Eetad out lo
!h.n. th. I.adenhip of
rhe civil righl. nov.m.nt
repreent4d an .mbry-
onic black middle.lB.,.ver a nas-
.ent block bourgeilie.Il ws rhis
hyer wh.h would h.nefft mct
fmm Presideol Johns's refoms
in the lEt! r960s, whilo for the
m,!ses there romined poErty and
opprusion. Pri$n snd asssin .
tiotr were awajting Mol.olms fol-
low.16. Th. diversenl !tuLesi.. of
refomi.t itrt sEtionirm 6nii mili-
tanrlrugsle prcved f!othnent3tly

GrrppliDg with th4 problems.
Mol6lm eElved sm, ft@ Brion-
slism B s political principte. In
Mafth 196{ ho had .nnoutr.ed:

'Our politiolphjlosophy win b.
blek nationalism. Our e@mic
.nd r{ial phil@phy will bo black

Bul slmldy ha w& u3ins !h.
Ith Bdoialism not !o rmolv r.h.

"rrugglc 
fq e *ps"u atataiit for

bl&k p.ople! 6lrugles !o conkol
lhoir o{. liv.. dd comhunilie.:

'nD poutic.l phil@?h, o{blek

naliof,alish moam w. hust 6n-
trcl the politie ed FDliticios ot
our community. Th€y musr no
lonser take order! from ourride
for..s. We will organis€ snd swe€p
out of ome all NegD politicidi
sho ore pupFl. ot {t3ia. foNs..

Alter Malcolm !.!um6d frorn a
trip toAlrics he chan8 d rharview.
Desibing a m@ting wilh ! whi!.
Algerbn revolutionary ErioMtisr

'H. shoved ne wher. I % !l-
i.EtinA people who were truo Ew
lutio@i.s, &di@tod !o oErthrow-
inA thd 3y.iem of.xploitation thar
onlk on this earth by any mean!
neoMry. So I Md t do a lor of
tbinkin! and EeppBi6ihs of ny
d.finilim o(}I*k Etinalism- ca;
w. .u m up lhe $lution io th€ Dmb.
leroonfr@tinserp.opheh&k
nltionslim? And ify@'v! noried
I hav.nt be.n ulinE th6 erprBsion
fn 4verol m6thr' (16 ieud
1965)

HowGver M,l.olm rensined a
bl..k eparatist in rhe orseis-
rionrl ss. Thoush h. @ll,b+
Eled wilh .l.h.nLs otr the pre"
dominanLl), whito l.Jl hi3 prcje.!
renained to build s bl9.I csui-
$ti6 Lo 6sht for bla.L libchtion.

AJt€r retuhi.g froh AIiica h.
p.6ed this in a noro inr.m{tjoroil
way. H. founded th. .Eicrly s€.ri-
lsr OrsenisEion of AftEAm{i.s
Uojty (OAAU) (h. hjBslf r.-
mained s MElim io hj3 death)_ Bur
ils aih. *a. c6f@d fi-om the
beSinninr. On the on. hand he .ooi
.eiv6d itsan um!t.ll6 or8!nis-
tion whi.h tould unit dl tho.ivil
right. od bltuk Mtimli.! group{
,n .h. o.her hand Malelh wLr
obliged to bund tn6 OAAU ae a
separale political orgrni3s!ton

- etu.h pEisly challeos.d lho pI}
8ramm. ard ts.tics of Ols Nirs/
Fdrner inlesrgtionis! lead.E. -

Tho ltaLeEent of oiDs (Jun.
l9A4) and prosEmrr. ofth. OAAU
(Februry 1965) @tsin Mltolm's
hc! &vclopd .tat6m.nr. of hi.
politcal ualFis and.t ata6/.

fie ..ntral Raw of !h. pro-
stMmeisiL.failuEtound...k d
th€ .5ue3 of racjm--.spiratism
.nd imperiali.B-fom o cls
.tandpoinl Cons.q@ntly t @-
tajM no 6t atcg !o r.novs th.s

Md@lm had. r Dumb.r ofmti-
capitali.!.t t D.nt ropsrib rhc
cnd of hi! life:

'Th6tu.an b. Do fr@dod for @r'
papL undd c.pi!.li.m, snd tur-

What strategy for black liberation?
I LORKEfiS POWER stands ror bltk rill
Ull ffi ' ::": =tu:,lJl*g ln-*
r0ol cause o, racism ls the Dolit system and
lhe knpedalbt system ot exdoitatjon and oE
9.ession it elgendels.

As r€ll as the black poqutations brorlght to
Europe and Anerica by slavery th€rs a,? mir
lions of immlgrant wo,*ers in theso countdes,
There are also indigemus teores such as the
A'/stralian lDorignes, nati!€ Arnericans etc_ At
oi thes€ groups sufer a stElfc iom ol sociat
oo!.ession a.d gerErally suDer.odoitation as
a rcsult oi systedaUc racism.

hpenalism. whilsr seaung an lntemation6t
sorld economy his Droved unabte to overcome
the s,stem ol ival nation states rhai divides
and slrangles the potentiat ol lhal world
economy. Cons€quently nationatism, chauviF
is.n. geneide and race haued are more preva
lenl in lhis centuy Oan ewr betore.

Thal is wlry the struggte to eradtcato relal
oppression must So hand in iand klth the sl^rg.
gle against captratism itsett onty the wo ing
class can st&essrury and i.al,y desrloy capi-
lalish. ln Eufopc and the USA btack peopte
lom a millant hi.ority ol ihar cbss. Iheetore
the mad lo blact tibeEtion cannot bylass tne
task ol winning rhile hsrt(€rs to the srruggte

8ut does this m€an btack llgopte shoutd not
oBa.Ise rhems€rvEs, or rh€l th€y shodd pll
ofl $en o 'n stn€gtcs unrit .aner uE rcrotu
tlon'?

No. Salhrganls"allon is a vitalreapo[ to .fir-
Do*6r black viorkinS class odorto. we frghl tor
black caEus€s in the ur{ons and In a wod{ng
chss pa(i€s, irEtudlrE o'rr oxm oEanlsation.
We [Eht to tint uo eeory etEmeot of Uek woak
els sell oEanisation ihto a blak x/orknE chss

,movament. a unit€d lront for ation in t,l ch
ra/ol'niomrles $ieutd tighr ,or teadership.

Thos€ who say bla.i setl3Eantsartor .un
demlnes \{oll(ers' uniy' a,! mista&n. tt ietDs
black peoOle ptay a lutl lart ln thd wo ing
class movemed. Ir btEk peopto have to nghl
alone while no whrte workers, or onty a mhor
aly, recoSnise lhe pmbloms of rrism. then thal
is belle. than 'unny' at the piqe ot F6sdvny.

Elacl D€ode need lo or8anisa noc, around a
pmgramme that sla(s t om vihal ts rEeded tor
deten e a8airEt racist atlaak, tmmtgrattOn coft
lrols, lob discri,irination, potb6 harassrnent, brJt
loin(s towards the ultlmale sotulton: th€ ,E
mor.l ol att the pD!,eny tom the hards o, the
Do(t.mal€6 a.d Anung il in the haods or th€
worters and their iainiries.

with a cl€a( adicaprtaitst qogramme ot ac.
lion blek wod(€ls and louth can Dut b Uo
tes ue selkpgolrted teade,s of the uact corF

munity, Who wlll flghl consisten0y tor the mili-
tanl lactics nGed.d to win? Th3t ts the au€t
lion black loopls need to ask---riot wno tat(s
tie m66l rnilit t, o. s'tlo has ths mosr iniu
erEe wlth th€ rdite tibeBt and L&our estab.
Itshmenl.

For all lhese r€asons. r€votutionary commt!
nlsts Eject black nationatism, seraGtlsm ard
lie alklass 'autono.no6" black movdment.

But wheever btek people are in struegle w€
Fill unjte |viu .ll thos€ Depa.ed to .arry out
actbrts whici tak the sln{Et€ toM6d.

Wo lEj€ct Ul. eed ror a sep6rde black pany.
A bla.r( Evolulonary pat, houtd htsvs gracity
lhe s3me srEregh arm as an nteEratod one.
WniH ihe rcvolutlonary pady shoutd do speciat
Iorms ol woi( amongst bt&k peopte the only
way black and white ,evolutionary work€E are
gohg to achieve their ultimate aim is tn a coc
mon slruggle under a common discirtlne, wittr
black cadres as pan ot the tea.te.shlp.

Wo urge all btact revotutionanes to tal(e their
pl*e in an lniegrated revotutlonary wor*e6'
o€anlsailon. We say to every black person en
8a8ed in stn Eg e: ir you ale sick or the Labour
lead€rs' Dat onisirE r.cism, it you ara t6d up
rvilh belrg sold our by s€tr€proinled commu
nity leadeG, il you want an altemariw to ,eti-
gous tundamentatlsm and to empty nationatist
rlletoic-Join Woi<ers Powedr

l: Jr
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Socialism and
black nati

MALCOLM X

I'HE CULT OI MAEOIM X B reAcl!
I 

'ngtever 
otcn The rereasedare

I olspike Lee s rong awaled nlm
,bout the black lead€r is app.oact!
irg, Malcolrn s image ls emblaaoned
on th€ baseball caos a.d l-shr(s ol
hundreds ol Uact and whiieyodh.

EvcDtody Lom ll Sha'ltm lo or'
thodox musllm Socsquadde.s claim
ro srand in lhE lradirion ol Malcolfr
t. 8ut nobody can agree on ehat

clearty a Ma lsl account ol
[,lalcoh s liL and politEs is lonE
ov.due. Ihis ls what K€vin Ovenden
sets our to do ln hls recenr book. As
a beslc Maalsr a.outrr oiMaLolm's
lite it Is usolul. Bul lhe weaknesses
ot lhe boo* r6llecl th6 Dolillcs or lhe
Eritish Socialjst Wod(eE Pany FWP),
which Ovenden is a m€mb€rot

Malcolm X gew u9 ln Ue gh€tto
wantirl8 to b€ a lav)€r. D€ried this
by tll€ r.clst ed'xation system, h€
becamo a small lime .rook and
veound uD ln uftlo sam's racist De"
nal systom, Tiers ie was Ecruited
brlheblft k muslimsotrh€ Nabnol
lslam. Aner finlshinA his senter'ce
Malcorm rcse to pmmlnance as lie
ight hand man oi the muslims leader
Elijan Munamrnad.

Colin Lloyd nvletvs
Malcoln E Sodalisn aN

Sool(ma s 1992

lsm. Cleat n do€sr't vant !o l}
cato retsm slmpl, h tlre redm ol
ldeas. Thal vould had directt to lhe
€rom6t $lrema ol'r&€ a,areness
trainlrE" 5s ttle solution to opp,Ee
sion, hdich tho SwP rghtly opposes.
But locallng the mat€rial toots ot
reism in tlle comp€tition carilalism
en86nd€rs amon8st indMdual work
els does not lell fte whole story.

To !(n it slmpl)1 why, when rh€y
alP i.ddgnS tn ttls indMdualism and
compelition, do the while wo ers on
a couEjl eslale lultl agdnst black
peoce fi'on lhan a8a.d e&h olh€?
ilolling in lhe ecommas or ind-
vidral como€titlon dictate it. lt has to
be raoied In soBe ou'€r ma&nal
slnrctu,s. Ovenden can ot erprain
tNs.

For revoluUonary _Martists it is
rooted ln th€ eristence ol capitalist
lmpedallsm. the de€€nerata lorm o,
caqlalism lhal d€{eloped in ihe twer}
tieth centu,y. lmpena[srD crcated a
v,o,ld eco^.rny, an intematia.al l+
Dorr rnafiel. and al li€ same time
m.ssiwt hrensi,ied tne comper ion
between ca9|'lalrst n8tbos, g,ring nse
to ntulent and €rcllsJ've fi|od€m na

Oppres*d
The mlJslims advocat€d r.dhal.

lellglous blaclt natlondism. They s€t
oul lo oqa.ls€ the most oppress€d
amon€Fl lh€ black working class-
ttle Jail poDulalion and ue gneno
yo'Jth. Their movement Srew inlo a
mass force parallel with, bl.( olposed
to, the 'integrallonlst' refom moy€.
ment led by Manin [uther K]lg.

ln rhe 6any 196os Malc{lm had
becofi e enemy humber o.e rorwhite
r&ism ln lun€nca. because ol hls
uncomDrcmiing adve&, ol Back
separatism and amed residarEe to
rdcism. summed uo in th€ slogan
'By any m€ans necessa'la. 8ul his
commitmenl ro . revolutiorary slru€i
8le againsl racism also boughl him
u! againsl the lioils otlhe Nation oI
lslam. whah told (s suoooners to
absEin lrcm the grcwing 'ooElio
lent' mass demonsrratlons ot blac*
worhels. This, and 6 Dersonal die
pule. Propelled Malcolm oul or U|e
Nationorldam ln 1964, and into an
lnl.nss pcdod or politlcal Ethinking
cu! sho( only on6 yrar later by his
assassanation on 21 February 1965.

intenalional develop.nents in roli-
t s and economics. lt us€s quola
tions irom Malcoh s wnungs and
those ol his opro.ents Io spell oul
rhe key issuEs w{hin the black ,we

h lts cntque or MaEoh's later
Dolrtical d€r€looment however, the
bool is neilher datailed nor perceE
tlvc enough. Ovenden assens ihal
Malcoh was nol 6 s6.iali9- He b&ks
this up wllh a quola where Malcolm
speaks against sroaers'solidarity as
an illuslon. hn lhen 6dmits lhat later
Malcoh Inade ePlh(ly antlca'ital'

Sr.angev lnal b rYh€re the bder
secrioh'Soclatist or nationatist"
en(ls, T&re ls no attemd lo grapde
with the Yrrcng bul hn'Jential algu
ment lnal Malcolm ll/as an 'uncor
sclous,€vol'rtionary' pioheered by
the cenldsl Totsl9,lsls oflhe Social.
lst $/o(ers Party ollho Unjted States
lno relatlon ro ils Sdush namesake).
Thols is no cdtlquo ol Malcolm s
expllc,l poSramme, drarn up (o. the
oBanis€lion ol Afio Arned.an Unity
{OAAJI wnich he ,ouded aner his
b,€ak wilh EllJah Mohammad.

It is easy to see the .easotr for
thes€ omassions. Ih€ Eritish siwP
cannot s€e the ooint otoolitbalDl}
grEmmes- Every y€ar they arc given a
leclue Dy tneir guru, Tony Clilt, who
tells lhem'l d rallcr have a machine
gln lhqf a blueprint tor a machine
8un'-lhal ls, polltic.l grogrammes
ae useless. ll ls not su@nsinglhat
Ovenden doesnt bolh€r to analyse
Malcolm s p.ogramm€.

Expticia

ll he dld. ha would have beeo able
to pr6/e hoa the erp,icit anli.adtat
lsrn ol Malcolm s later sDeeches is
.rol ade$atot lanslated anto politi
cal slraregr.

Mdcllm s call lor o,EaDised black
seli detence squads is very close lo
tt'e rransltlonal demands lougn ror
by real Trotskysrs-something inci-
d€ntally the Sdlisn SWP alsways
retuses to figit lor On lh€ other
hand nis sollilon lo blaak pove,ty
ffi3 a (oran 8'ld rctormlst social
pogramms lrnoMl'g tne training ol
sl{lled blact Yllrkels and lie crea
tion ol6 prtall€l black ecommy sen
lcirE ll|e nseds or {ica.

ll ls rbt eftitEh ro say _Marcoh

w?3 not a soclalist". lt is far more
accur.te to say lls soclalism was
relomhl and that lt wa. mkad up
wilh blek s€p6raUsm plus .evoll}
lionE,y l&llca on Uack selldeterEe.

TI'e a€cofi, pan ot ovsnden's look
concoms the leg&, ol Malcolm X,
tho Dl&t mowments whlch foltowed
hls dealh. AEain, as 5 pott€d hlslory
It ls mt D€d, e&laldnS and conlell-
uallslrg th€ ds. ol |ti. Paothe6,
alack to'der 6nd us DodSo RevDlrI
tionary Unlon Movem€nt IDRUM). -
Howevar, Ovend.n ls oaniculary
veak $rcrever lras lo deal with
lEroMhng,, Madsflr arld centism's
anedols to lElato to blacicnational

lnfruenced
Ourhg nE bsl year Malcoh cans

It{o conr&t with the anGmpedalist
!€t( bouB€ols iatlonarism or Atri.
can lilxration ng ets, ontudox slff!
lsl6m. Slallnlst 'soclalism' and even
centdsl Trclslglsm, He was Inltu
enced by all 0l these ldeologies. and
hls spee.h€r and wdtngs in 1964
65 rllle.t a contused but rzllar{ at
temDl to su!€rsedo Uack natlonal
lsm wllh a revohdohary synlhesls ol
bla.k sell rellance and Elomist uto
Dian so.ralism. (For a ,urrer €.corrit
or Malcoh s lile aod D.liu6s s€e
wotue€ tb*t !5\, tubNary l9g2)

Kevin oY€nden's accoont otthese
ove.ls b DoU ac.u6te and intorm?-
tlvo, Unllka olher lotleo Uograplles
It attsmpts to s(uats Malcoh s po
,irhal mtnio. witNn ErioMl erd

lsrn. wlljt. wo,ke6 racist? Pan ot Ue aI}
Hls &counl ol lhe expcrierEe ot srar Is the racist DroDagaMa we &e

llE Commurtst Pany and tlle Uel sunound€d by. Ovenden says. Hoi,-
stn€gle com9let6, leaves out tie eler
so called 'Ihird Peiod' of i ema 'Reisrn can lodge i. lhe min(h of
lional Slalinism. Dlnng the yea,s wofiels because it app€ars to cons
192&3 lhe Comintem adoaed an spond to oro palt ol their erDaderEe
ultr}lei ,ollc) intamalionarly. ln th6 ol lMig unoer capilalisnF{ie coi}
USA thls led them to a sp€cific oder} pulsion lo comDete in ord€r to get
tation lo Uack rvo,ke6. and to ee by- As Kan Man exdained. mmpeti.
poL6o the demand ro. national sell- lion lnvades all asDecls o, soclety,
det€mlnalio. tor blacks ln lhe USA and seDalat6s tndMduals flom ono

Tho CP s lino lomded a dobate anothor. not only the bourgeois bl4
eithln Ame.ican Trclslqism. lhhh still morc lhc l,orllels'. . . For the
Leon Trctstg hlmsel, panjcipaled in. wtita *o rr tMnS on a run do*n
a(Ling lor uo nght ol selfdetonnl hoGinS estate it catr seom the solu
natlon uD lo lhe lormation ol a seD+ tlon is to lake houslng ftom bh.l
rare bbck gtala ll rhe black popil' p€ocl6. Ra.rsn can app€ar to matc
lion desired tlis. Tha coditjorE wtr,cn s€nse.'(D?5)
Irotslry envt$ged lor s(lch a sln€. 8ul anoher pai ol lhe von<€ls'
gle sera bch€ rapldly undermined erperlenco unds caprtalign cor]nler-
dldng lh€ 193Os, with the mi{yation acls r&ism: $€ €rp.rience ol col-
ol soutlam blacks to the indusrial lecrh€ shr€gle ln tne wo,ldace:
no(hemciUes olthe USA 8ut itwas "Th€ molev'ron(€ts sLEeed in unit-
not our ol the quesrion tor Tlorslg to lng and fightirg. the less relevanl
consider lhe possibllilyofrevolutiorl- soem lhe lndivldualism and ideas ol
aies havlng to supporl such a n+ compctltlon l$lch stolc racism'.
tional stn{8le by blacks ln the usA Thls is a crass, one sided excatrn
even il tn€y did nol lh€Iselves adva tion, thorc€hly Imbled with the Bnt
cale it as a solutlon. isll siwP s cenral method. $tbi rEvG

ovenden s lalure to dealwflh rhe l(ionary Maaists label €conorrusrr.
Marrsl debaes on black natiorBl- Economlsm reduces me cbss
lsm is not &ridental. lt reveals rh€ strugglo to rhe struggle in rhe
SwP s ohr lanuo to da,elop a poliu rcftdie o!€rbast economCgoats.
cal strarcgr lo clmbal racism and lt tresumes $at ti6 basic economb
&hisw bl&h lib€ratlon. lrleresls ot lha uolting class spoF

The thid and inal p6{ of his book -tanaoulity toad to liG acnievemsnt ot
ls an erposluon ol tho Bdtsn SWP's cla$ udty-ang I ,evolutlo.Bry cll}
elplanaUon ol r&lsm. I b lhs {eal+ sciouan6s. to th€ overcomin8ol ra.-
esl sactlon and lhc ons g€nulne lsm. sexlsm and antlgaybigolry. and
fghts6 for Uack llbeEUon and so lo ovrcomlrg relormlsl legallsm.
clallsm should tdus thelr aEuments Thls ls not mo $rne as saying
agahsr ln Oveodan s comllg speak 'Y/od(ors rcam ln stn{4re'. No Man-
Irg tour. lst would deny ttlat. Bur economism

Ovorld€n.olrt.lly s.ts ost lo stE* uroaB beliillnS lh. role ol a corF
ttEt ll ls rDl ln lhe lderan ot the scaous %nguard. or a cEar polltLal
whila yrorlring class to be racH. aut Dloframmo. of relll'Ijonary UEi6I-
lhe hleesls ol worl(els arc denn€d tlonal ,orms ol oEanisation.
as n o$y acomanh: rEism dives Using only lhe SWPS ecmomisrn
down Nraga l&als *r all told, by--toCrida hlm Ownden comss up wth
dMrling Uact rnd whjto. So riy are a v€ry lm(bquate exolanaUon ol rac,

,mFrlalism
Raclsm seconomic a(Mantages for

the bosses go lar beyood 'divide
and rule'. Thmugh lne pmfits gener-

ded ry plu[edn8 us ghbe imp€d'
allsm ls &le to 6eale 6 lalour arie
t@r.cy of r.Htety privileg€d wor&
els. Al tha san. limc il is able lo
uUllge Dl:,cl vvorlers as part ol lhe
'leselva an y ol laaouf-super ex
Dloiled Ytofters riu r€iv dgnts-

W0 d,o rDt have to srbscnb€ to ttp
Msoist tieory rhat arlwest€m wtite
rorkrls are labour arislo.rais to see
thal a lay€r of wtite $/orl(€ls is ti€d
thmugh ldeolo6, and shod tem m+
t€rlal lntoEsr to rh. rxist state. Bur
thls E how the S-vvP cadcaturcs tho
'laDour aislocEcy lheory ol relsm"
(see lor omfigl6 A1€r Calllnicos'
'Ree end class' ln ,555. Summ€r
1992).

Yet impedallsm ngurcs no*h€re in
ovenden s account of racisln: it is
pur?t 6oled In lhe endence ol wo&
itg class rndM(fuarism.

Ih€ polnEal co^s:auerEes ot tn€
SWPS economistic lheory of th€
calses of racism ae ils slmDli.lb
recipes ror o/e,Eoming iL laken at
faca valu6. orEe u/ork€rs o\€Eome
individualisrn lhey should o'/eEome
Ecism. But rhat does ml edaio the
axidertce ol r.cisln anorgst orgar

SW/,t,r''eolJ5,ly

,x, wlilst gnr8gte is uE best dace
lo over.ome relsrn il is faclle to
su€gesl lhal lt ls oveicome spon(a
n€oust tha more lofi€ls unite and
rrghl'. t}tal ls wrry lh. SiWP s p.ir'o.
Dal go8an aSaing r&isrn, 'black and
wtlte unit€ and light", on ils orNn, is
useless ln lhe fi8ht againsl .acism
and b nEnuy scomed by most blek

It ls one uilg lor bl&I and white
wotkrs lo be-ste.din! logether on
lhe d:ket linGs at Oaganham. lt s'o'ld
be anothrr thlng altogeuer to sug
Eest thal lrrb oice ad ror all kllls ofl
tlE r&ism ol tm white rofiers--

Ovenden s Dook and spea&ng lour
will no doubt sp€rt otl a turore
amon8st the s€ltaDpoided hei,s of
lvlelcolm X tha Catlnisl blek sepa
nrlsts ol rh. abck unily a.ld FlEe
dom Pany, Uo middle cla$ blacl
lcadeB ot ARA and onhodox blacl
musllms lvlll no doubt hotly dlsp(€
llr SwP'6 right lo hold m€eurgs on

We will d€rcnd nol onr ln€f ritit
Io do sth4 ihe general thrust or Ue
sociallst cr,tique o, Matcoh X that
ovendon s boot codalns. BL(_we
emdn lmplacada oplonents o, lh€
SWP'3 contdsm and ecommism.
botn viidty lhlstlatad ln the book s
analysls o( r&ism and rcdpe for dF
sl,oliiS [.i

tr
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IN IIIE mid r950r th. US @n-
oD),?&tbocnin&Y.t.lerpit th.i!
fdmsl l.sBlYidht and the Fai!
E6Dl.rm.ni Isw..Mt d durinc
th. Er black. hod littl. .he oi
th. h.om. ln th6 mrth.6 citis
they rlDain d srnon8ll th. !.or-
est 0orker!; in the routh Jin Crow
lBw. lnd esr.saaion rul.d5! lhey
had don. .i..G !h. r88O!.

Th. gr.at up$rs! of US lalour
alt . th. wa! had b.on curb.d by
sti-u'ljonlaws.Bla.kwork.r.had
to.b_utgl. againll th. Ecis of
th. unio. burcsu('nE atrd larg.
..cliotu ofwhit Pork t! lo hsl.
th.ir roices h€srd. In this Bitu-
ation il Ms lhelourg@isEformist
and churh orE ni.ations whi.h
cehe lo th. fd. in lhe 6rst wav. of
rhe po.! war bl*k !tru8sle.

n'. NationdAlrociation for [h.
Advsn chenr of Color.d Peopl.
NAACP) and th. ConsresofRa.
cial &'rslity (CORE) foughi a
*.i.r of t8t .as in lh! ou!13
,8.iEt the euth.m Jjo Crow
la*s-Th.1954 BroPn vs BMrd or
Edu6tion ruli ng, vhich outhwcd
sgregation i n sh@ls, wd the ffi6l
viclory in t$s.amp6igD. Ilsparked
both ! r&islbacklash snd fifLen
ye.r6of mBstruggl. *hi.h weE
ro r6k US capit li6,n lo its foun.

ln Deemb.r l9s5 th. NAACP
laumhed a boy.orr of Lhe E iB!
bus ervie iD Mo.tsomery Ala-
bima. llere black! h.d to ente.
bu$s &p$ataly, sil *paraiely a.d
give up thoirea13 to shite people.

ID th€ md &monltEtion! lnd
repElion th pr.edeit ih. Su-
Pt!m6 Court vi.tory in Nov.nb6r
1956 Martin Lulh.r Kin, cane io
thefor! a. th. mainblek nforrnis!
lead.r o{ th. Civil Righb Mwc

A col leSr trsined Baptist mi ni.-
tzr, NinSadvo.at dcandhi!srra!-
eeyof non-violent Drct .tetionin
th. f&. of Doli.; brui.liry md
reill murd.i H. h.led fouDd
lhe Soulh.m Chri.ti; Iasder.
lhip Conf.rn . (SCLC) which jn
the atuin.lh of !h. MontSoDery
boyott led boy.ot!! rll ov.r !h.

The ha!. popularity of King,.
!tE!ce/ of non-viol.nc6 ys du6
to th6 fs.t lhaq in thi! P.rio4 i!
appeared to *orL. AgaiBt the m6t
8la;ng inju.ti.€ of .€r.satjon
US ihperialish we prepaEd ro
u* its leSal and hilitary appala,
tus- Butthi.'defenc.'of th.bl&l!
Md v€ry rel lihil!. wb.E blek
reeolithre.leDedio80beyndnon.
violen.e ih. ltat apperatus *a5
quicHy directed against il.

In 195? lwo blek boF aged
eYen ond ni.e w.r..o.vi.tad ol
Eping . whit girl in M@r@,
No.th Crrolina. sh. had lded
o.. oItheB on rhe cheek. For thi!
they gor fourteen yeqB jail.

Robert Williahs or8anied a de.
fence campaign which fored th.
cou s lo re:.ae th4 boy.. Ther h.
led a workinsclass bosd bEn.h
of $e NAACP i. a md$ campa;sn
ofdirect nciion against th. s€8re,

saied libEry anal rwimmjnS pool.
In E.pone th. poli.. a.d Xlan
Iaukh.d . B.iBt t rn r caDpaigr
asains! Monro.b blact gh.tt .

Ar ex-&ri.em.n, Williarn.
then ued lho covE of! lo.al ntu
.lub lo buil d an .rEed bla.k hi)i-
tia whj.h .ucc.56tully rouLd th.
racisLr. H6 .Fl:ed out tb. le6ron,
u Eue todey e then:

'I1l. Ecill whitar .onsider
lh.E&lee..rp.riorbeinEs, th€re-
forc they .ro not willing t €x-
.hege their duperid liv6 fa in-
f.rid on6. ltey ar! rn@t vicious
aDd violeot when they..n practie
violen.o with inpunity'.

UDfortudat€ly it ws a leson
l.med v.ry llowly by black woik-
.B oY.r th. n.rr iL6d.. Bul US
ihperialism *@ nol.)ow to Eal-
is the implicatioN. T'h. PBI
iiaEed william!. H. flod under-
Found sd .v.ntually to.xil. in

lte mdnltEam blr.k mov&
m.nt now fo.u3ed ils alt€Dtion otr
the s@l of s Civil Rishts BiU. lt
lsunched hals voler re8i3lration

ln the 7960s the struggle for black civil rights rocked US capitalism to its foun(
limitations of both teformism and sbparutisnt--the political strategies which c(
black strugg,le in Britain today. Laun Williams and Colln Uoytt ttace the root:
USA and the development of the struEgle against it: from noftviolence to am

From civil I

to black p(
c&np.i8n. in ih. @th. ln &rne
.@Dti6 th.!. wa not a .iDgle
blackvot .de.pit abl.ckpoPu)a-
tioa in the Soulh of78a. The Jim
Crow laws, had gihply dienfran-
.hi*d .ound.s blex p€opl..

Thi. wB th. p.riod l@ of rho
'[i..doE ;&.' on &tl.8st il
bu&!, and ih. 3it-in. at egre
Sat d rcslauEn{1 & th. movs-
,n nr Fther.d srr.nglh a }!ungE!
l.adoEhip emerscd ftom iDoDrEt
!h. b)e.k rnd white colleS. stu-
dcot5 dEflod doh into ths louth
to o.sanis. the action. Th6 SttF
den! Non-violeDl Co-ordinating
Commiit"e (SNCC),1.d by Slok.ly
Cami.hael, cam. to th. foro. It
str.lched the idoa of non-violence
to th. Iimi6, organisirs hundreds
of p.oplein dire.la.tion, cootront
ing th6 pouce, suff..ing b.6tingB
andmurderin ih. f Bh!toor8&ie

Tnde unioos

At th. ssm. tiD. th. Dovem.rt
wa! rnakins ile)f h.ard wiihin
rh. Esd. union& lts AFL aad
CIO had amalslhatad in 1955 on
sn dti'egEgalionist folicy. Bul
in Eality it fail.d io l.ad a .ingl.
68htatgiNi ehployrn.nt dilcrimi-
nation, fail.d to onducl a cah-
paign to recrui! blak wo*.r5 ond
lolcEtad'Jim Cmw local.'; Bepa-
rst black and whit bM.he! in

ln 1950 bls.k hade lrnionists
found.d the N.gro Asori6tr la-
bour Council (NArc) to fishr
,ithin th. Af LCIO for lnti-racist
adion- Und.r ih. lea&r.hip of^{-
Philip Randolph, the only black on
!h. AFLCIO oc.utive, ii rc-

ain.d vitiin th. boun& of hi3
r.formist tla& unioni.m. Y.t it
ea. att&k.d by tlc buEaucrafy.
I! refl..ted !h. no.d ofb)s.k *orl-
eB when ii cqll.d for a'lvlar.h on
Wshinston' nodelled on the
lbon d r9{1 pbnn.d rnarch.

Nin& *ho had ovolved mo!. ed
moro tD . sial Efomtu! po5iiid
und.r th. itnpa.lof6Euggl., thrsw
lh. w.isht oltho SCLC b.hind lh.
mer.h. Kng a,'d Randolph ssEed
ihat it shodd dem.&l tho lnact
mon! of the Civil Rishk Bill and
added a fair smp)oyh6nt.lauss t
lh. Bill.

D8pit con&mnation ftom lho
AILCIO the Marh attra.tid
250,000 inAwuri 1963 wh.E KinA
dlliveEd hiE fMous 'I h.v6 a
dr.an' .p.e.h. Wilhin s year tI.
BiU ws la*. But bla.k lib.ration
Pa! a long way froh b.ing won.

In Sclha, Alabsrn! in 1965 t
voLr regilt ation &ive wa! met
wilh hurdirou! nprcslion fi^oln
rh.l@l 3h6rirT. H. @U.d in th.
N.tion l C@rd.lwo*dvilL eere
blled and hund!.d. jailcd. In r.-
$on* @h. t}lo militant S.lm! lo
Montpm.ry h!Il} which unit€.I
noi dly !h. .n.dn8 for. but
al.o drew in th. oficial tEd. b-
ion rnovement. fhe marcheE won

MGrparb ..nlt.llm drlk 1964

a n.w Vot.r Ragi.tEtioo Act,
fin.llysE tins the risht ofbleks
io eot , more rhan e century .ft r
!h€ rbolition of .lav.ry.

WIlt wa! the raluE of the..
Yiciori.B? C.rtainly rh.y w.r! lhe
mo3t rdicd civil risht law! ev.t
.na.trd in ih6 USA. Tho Civil
Right! A.! tlsr3nt ed votina
;ahi., .qual aceG lo education,
lnd no .rlployn.trt diffiiDina-
tion. It w@ld b. wr6ng to lhin},
hoe.v.r, th!! th. tui.! US rlinS
cl.!. hld Eon ddlt or that lhe
librral'IGmcdy/Johuon artmini-
rtration.yen.ommilt dt .ridi-

In fr.t th. rtft.m. coirEided lviih
lhe proi.ct oflhe lesdeE ofth. US
boi!.r. Th.y e.E b.irs drrAged
dFD.r and de.e.r into th. Vi.t-
nam War erd tttli&d tltat bh.k
pepl. wou)d onltitut a fomi.
d.bl. ...ond fDnl if th.y .ontin-
ued toh. d.nied.inpl. demefuti.
!ight!. Bu! .v.nt inh.diai.ly
reveil.d *re linil.! of b.ur8!oi!
reform.. ftey show.d rhs! no
rnea.ure ofles.l equality and civil
;8hts withis.apitslism can ov.r.
.6. !h. oppr.sion eorl lupcr.
Grploitrtim .utr r.d &ily by th.
ha$ ofblack pork.r..

No .d.r hd th. A.t L.n
po&d thq W.rk, !h. l& Ant.,
1.. bla.k th.lt .rupt d. NoD. of
ihc .ivil nghb l.aillation, nor !h.

vrt E

Roots of black oppressron
IIE ROOTS ot blact opprGiion ir
$. USA li. ln th. .rFriGB. ol

51.v. labour ln th. cadbn .tr
r:d llorth Amrld *ar om ol th.
k.F th. ..rly epitalht! 8.tlr
or.d cnosih wcrlth to &t ilr.
..pnrbi rr!r.m on itrl..t. Mar-
l5i. call lhi. "prlrith. .cdnirL.
Uon- b.c.u.c lt! trtclhodr (plEcr,
.Lv..y, l.nd gaD6lnt, hoadi.g)
,Gr. oot thc mrulwayof mllng
pront. oE. carit ll6Ewa..lully
fl.dg.d.nd&dn.ntrFi.m,

h thL c6rl, p.rlod .lav6 lrom
w.rt Arrlc. lyoro c!ptur..l,
b.ad..l, h.rd.d llno r!rfoc.tl.6
llaG3hlF, 'brok.r' ln . thr!.
,..r '$.enloE Fdod. ih.tr.ct
to . lil.lim . wo or 3stFr lnd
tobacco plantailod. Bougm rnd
!.1d, 6p.d ..d mur.l.r.d .t thc
,ill ol $Gn Ert.B, nn... to
tr.rt, nillion Ar.ldn. rf.rcd
thi. l.t. bctw6n rh tlrlanth
.nd nlmtFdh c.nt!i16.

WhGn lh. Amrican .adtrti.t.
md. , Erlltlo. lt.lGt adtbh
dl. thc, dd n oid.r th. b..n.6 o,
trGcdom .,n d.ttEEcr. But thl.
,r. ml to .rt.nd to Uack., d'
.Diir !h.1, slplon lor th. lndG

Un<ror ih. US.oBtltuuon hl..l
p.opl. w.E r.E r&d .. onl,
'thre-nttht humr'. Sl.v.r, c
mldd l.lt slrEhrtai6. HCE
. m... .lav. bboo. forc. E.
Ed.d to wort th. cottor plant'
llod *hlch h.d tp.ung !p to..F
k. th. EuEr..n ..d tiortD Areri
c.n lnd!.tri.l Fvolltlo..

Beckwatd
Aoi th. tuccdi or th. iouthcn

la]doltcE &r .auql.!i Drotlt.
r.m t,E bbod ,.d .*c.t ot 6lav6
6..l(nid- lt l.tt. wfiol. ctor ol
Al8k. dommlcrl,y b6.kB.rd,
. drrg otr th. mnh.m lndustrl.l
l5r! ..d th. lDI.6r Gr Lft6
ln th. r....Wh.n th. mnt h.6d
w..t.n .1.t6 ontcEd a cltll a..
.grl6a th. $ullEd cod.rtcr.c,
ol ilryo.mlng .1.t.. lt wr. to
h6 Amd..n capit llr trem lt.
lctt.F. lt wer mt . i.r .8alBl

D..plt. E!5 oi CqFd
.Lv6 0ctl.€ to loln th. Uhlor
.mL. th. mrln n c.plt.litt. dld
th.n b6r to kccD ahd out, oDly ln
1aB3. ls ,an .ltd tn. w, h..l
rt6.Ld, dld Ltcoln F6lalf, th.
.mmlp.tion ot .1.8. .id b.gln

rc.ruitmonl i.to lh. imy. Ev.n
th6n bLck. we.. paU only halta.
mlch 6. ehlt! soldiaE, and th.
nEasuF w.3 prempt.d by th. ncGd
to hfe.k ih. dc.dlock ln thc ra,
and FGp.r. lh. gourld ld r mrlr>

FEd .!!d gll.n cltt.Etrlp D.l
thc rct., hrt rithout l.od ormncn
thL Ba. th6 positlon o, black
Fopl. attcr th. Amri..n Clld
W.r. Du.lrxl tho "DcoErtuctiotr'
ol tt. &uth bl.ct p.oplc w.E
givcn v.doo. righr! .nd cEouF
agcd to !.com 3haGrepli.t
lalftE. Through thl. th. lEt
Edical bouE.olr politlclar3 iDth.
mrti noD.d to d6t.oy tlr. Gco
mmi. rtEnCth o, th. &!ih.rn

Bd bt th6 laaot n *.3 cl.rt
tl'.t, likG th. W.r ol IndGFD4
.8.. th. Cid W.r had &m litu.
to alLtlrt. thG prSht ot blrck
Fodc. r.c.d wiih lrE m$iv.
.commic poscr ol th. @!th, th.
nonh.mcaphalist.tavoth.$dh
.m .ial.. th. .igtn b cotrtol thGl,
owtr .tlrid.  . lh. UsA lhvoloFd
lnlo . m.Lm lmpcri.lirt colntry
It hl.!.h.d r r.v. ol 3taL 6
ciim Bg.itr3t euthch black.. h
laa3lhG Clvil Right. Act Bar b
vok.d b, th. Suprcm coun.

Tl'. tolth.m .1.t.. l.tDduc.d
rlclout .p.nhcld Lu k.own ..
'rim Ctw'. 8lel. r.E ,orciu,
.cgrcg.t.d ln .vor, lphcE; LlD
dri6, tEl6, librarL. and hosCng
Eiotourtpods.Th.,lmCDwl .
w.E Gdo6.d br lr'cniG3. orEaD
i*d b, th. l€al 3h.dff3 yith tn.
X! Xlur l(lan,anorganlr.tio. that
dcrcbFd nFE and ,mr. lhlo .
ta$b! oumt dudng tho trrcnti.th

]lE, .EUEd Ua.k. aould mt
.:.EL. thch iiStd to rot.. at th.
sm tim th. 'rE.' Dla.t llm
.. B.E 6Ylt.mtically In..l b,
.hat.croppintl, Tw.nt!-nv. ye.-
.ftcr ih6 llolataon ot .1.8ry m3!
Uack. in th. elthr.E ilar.r to

All o!.rth. mrld hclimlprcrd
vl,nlctltl, at lno €nd ot tho nlF
tdn0nh o.nt!ry. R.clrm ii @t.d
l, tb..ft8.n.. ol!ouG@|. na
ilon.. lt E6clEd ltt hlgtFolnt 16
th. imFd.lbt .poch *lEn th.
dinrbn ol th. eorld Lno .orp.t-
lrtcl Eilotr .t.te. b.c.m mE
.nd @h .l odd! *rah $. .rb'
t.E.ol.nlnt .tloml.comn,
.n.l l.bolr m.rl.a. Th. ImFdEli.t
lFartla.<b b.c.m . llvl.g b.ll lot

.tno$ Fopl. d6si8.at.rl lrrcdd
or:licn 'a66' by th. r...rioMry
n6tioMl chauvidsh o, tl'o oprtal

Yct tt. tw.ntb& c.ntsrl .le
oD. d !p tt. potdthl Dtd to
tcdom lor US u&k!. Th. ,hol,.
l .tory ol bLcl .L!cq n d ,bo
b.cn . hl.tory ol rlaY. Erclt. Gab-
dcl Pre.t r (rl0o), o.nmrk
vey 11422) lnd .t T'lmr
(1433) oE.nb.d .{6Bln .t-
r6rpb .t ms lnDcd LattE
dor .E l6t th. wnib d.rFE
.n- All so.r6!t.d BhGn th.l,
lmdtau, bol.l.d r.tlt. mE
.ruincd o. b.tarGd. Th. lmFdal
lst cpo.n, mbh ft.d GrtstutiE{
r.6i.l orDEslon In 'rLnr@ntic'
lrcdca.bo c6.t.d . U.ck..d
,hlt. votld4l cl@ wtkn could
ovGrthrc* lmF,i.lis .rd r.clal
opFaion .[og.i]pr.

Prcletarians
B.tw6r lh. 1900. lnil ih6 Gnd

olWoddW.rlsomllllon.orU.ct!
,.8 dasr hlo tb. GltLt.od t>
tustd6 or th. norttEh.t tGt. llo
lolEd.l'.E toFriltgLiRE bln
u.ck D.ol.trd.n., th!, lrorGrrt r
t6.Ulion ol Eistanc. lnd ,cvo[
I'no rbc Gcommb n gtl..ortlE

worlr, w.r Tro Cirv. . m$ls
lnp.t6 to tb. fd ol Urcl Borl-
.D lnlo tlE cllb. and ti. .tEta
glc lndu6td* D6pit. 6.ls t
nglltha lnhy ln th. ro.tpL@
.hr.loF<!. so dld lrF utd ol
Uacl *o.t.l' rnd $k!.l' co}
&&tcd to fl8rn r e.r for 'd.l|E+
hcr" wh.n B [tth 'd.nbcrrcr'
.prli.d to dllloE o, t S bl.cl$

A. Pldllp R.,rlolph thnw hb ull
bo,rt brE.ly Uack AreU.drood
ot SLcpiig C, Pot.i., hlo .
m6. asittlon lt.lEl ,ln CDr,
rrcism ln ihG Arenca. F.d.Etio.
ol !.rbou(AF!) aDd ..grcgation in
th. arny .nd dcr.Eo ildBt.i.a
F.c.d ielti . thEat.md 'M.rct
on W.*lntro.' b, lrDr..id. ot
black mlkolt Ir 1!41 Pl!.l.Lnl
n@r.vcli ..!cl.d a whol. .erl6
ol.! dbcrlrrlMtlonmr.ur.., ll}
.ludin8 . F l. ErDlorEnt Cor!}

ThL l'.grl Elom.?t rr. &.D
torlh. m$.tDEg!.! orth.a9Sot
En.! 1960r.Ib. U*k pDLt rirt
h.d.tcmEtat.dit F.-D..nd
tb SdnhA.pldt. lt had Frt d th.
rgcr.L ltot llrt Erolt, hrt u.cl

{
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,tions. lt demonstrated the
npete for leadership of the
of black oppression in the
d struggle and defeat

they hsve b.con. mayor! lnd
govemol3 ol impo.tan! stal. mr-
chin.. h AJn.ric., .ilting alop .
dungheap of ..rnrption, poli..
letm Dd Bbj..! ,ov.rty.

ltaaicslly th6 radical opposition
!o lh.!. 6ol-ou!r Ps! en'nu.d by
vanous foEn! of &peti.h Md
blsck nationalkn. r1!. bl.cl radi -

.al!, undlr.tlndably.llrpiciou. ol
lh. r.cii! tradiHm! and pE.!i..
of th. union6, Per. unsble to de-
velop a cla!6 rirat El !o comba!
ud &feat th.ir opprsion.

R.volutioDa!y communi.i!,
whils! oppGins nstimaltun, t'rp-
por! lhe rishl of ..lf-det€mina-
tion, $p !o atrd including 6..e.-
!ion, for opprc!!.d nation.. Itru.
thrcu8hou! ih. 1940. md 1950t
Marri6ls .upporlsd !h€ natiooil
lib.lation rEugSlE in Affca ana
A5i6 ehi.h bec!m. lh. iffpiretion
for US blo.k nation6lism.

Bu! bla.k p.opl. itr lh. UsA did
not d.velop a notiond @nsiou.-
n€.! embodi.d in a stFrsgl. for.
bl6ck notion. From th. !.crrd
Comintem Coo8r.6!in 1920 io the
mid.Lhirti6 tho smmunisthov6-
mena debat€d whlthe! or noi US
blo.k. eere in tI. pr€e<orachj.v-
ing nalional.on..iouh.$.

In itB ul haioft peliod (1929-33)
th. US Cmnuni.l Psrty call.d
for a &psEt bl&k 6lst€ jn th.
eulhem USA Ph.E btsck p.opl.

. eer. th. over*h.lming najorily.
Ttobky, t{hilst r.jecting .hb @ll,
ar8ued lhatifmot rial condilion6
of oppr€irion produced ! moa!
nationd cons.iou.nes ammS!!
bla.k peopl., Marrilt would b.
bound to 6uppon ih.ir riShl ot
elf-d.t minlrion-

throushoui lh. whole int.r-Pat
p..iod howeven malarial .ondj.
tion3 had done th. oppciie. Me
misr.lion. prclcls.ieis!ion and
ini.gration had fimrly boutrd th€
fat of A,neri6'. lwenty rnillion
blocl(! with lh. .trussle of !h.
whol. Us workinr dc for did-

Acut qisi 6 and .o.irl lphaval
highl chsng. thir, ondone.8din,
Po6. the nationsl qu.slion for tb.
blnck psple of !h. USA. lMa,
how.ver, i! would b. Blur and
d.nSerou lo .q!a!. ahe 6euBzl.
fo! blsk liboration with th.
slru8ale for bla.k .eltuet rmina-

D..pit !h.i! h.roi.m rhe.rory
of th. blsck r!di6l. of A. lst
1960! i6 6n objst lesson in rh.
u..le$ncs6 of s.p.rali6E u a
llrnLsl forth. r6.ially oppr.$ed.

During the pre-196t1 period
Blsck Natiduli.h had been 

'tFr.s.n!.d .hiefly by Elijah M uham-
rnadl 'Nstion of l.lam'. Muham-
mad coBbi''ed th. .dl for s !aps-
rats bhck nauon in lh. USA a,d
fierc! lnli-cohhunirt rh.loric
with i radical r€jErion oft}. int -
Srationill prcjel. H. ws a fi6
.upport r olblack cspitalism.

On. otth. Nolion's mGl radical
I..d.E, Mol@lm X brok. *ith
Muhammsdin r96,{ !nd.mbe.d
&n .ver mor. Edicol view of th.
need lor dirt a.tion otrd arm.d
E6lf-orsrniEation. &ains! Iiing'.
strrr.g oflobbying th. boursei-
3i. lnd hobilisins bla.* tDd.
unioni3E to pr.s6rlro !hem, M.l.

'/rny rime you 6nd soEebody
la&y who! aFEid ofth. word revo-
lution, t.! him ou! of your w.y.
He!livinsin th. wrong.ra. -. Hc
harnt amk.n.d y.t. This is th

Essentiolly a r.volutiooary n!.
tionsli.tr Mal.olm .volved mop
and mor. tow$& !h. id.r ofch6r
.lruggl. ed t}. d.r!hrcwol.spi.
laliim. AJLr vilirin8 Chsi .nd
Alg.ria h. b.g!n a cntiqu. ofblek
nationelirn tllot wor.ur short bv
hi! Bosination in r96s.

Under Slolcly C.mi.h..l'.
)er.laBhip th.SNCC roo embro..d
blr.k nalionalilm.,inmulatins th.

B)ek Power doSsn in 1966. Bul
what did Bla.k Power mean? Ib
bey it .uhned up lho po6idw
exprcdon of po*cr fell by blacl
mrk.r. ..d youth i! lh.y t&k d
th. bos!6 and tho polic.. Not into-
sEtion inlo Uncl. Sa$t USA with
it! g6lherinS P6r .llor! in !i.t
Dsm .nd iL! .nd.hic rei6ttt, bu!
r.jetion of lhe whol. sysi.h.

To crni.hrel dnd hi. 10116*-
ers, hoP.e.r, it m.anl repaEting
d,e blact Etrusslo ftom vhit .o.i-
ety a. a whde, .!j6ti nr th. whit
work.n r! alli6, malins the cle
Etruggl. .ubordiMt !o tI. bla.k
national rtruggle, snd lot lly is-
,orins lho struBsles of th6 oF
pr.gd within th. black populs.
rio.. 'Th. only pGition for wohen
in the SNCC'65id Csrmichlel, 1.
prone'. Not onlyth. Phit .tu&n!
an6-rei.L! butmrnyblock womet
wer6driv.nouiof lh.SNCC in lh.
lat 1960., tltu. en.uriog iLr ol-

Tt. Bls.k Pdth.B .m.!Bed io
1965. Unlike th. SNCC they tsi.d
to roo! thems.lvo! fimly within
$e black PorkiDg cla.!, if noi iD
the fslory thetr in rh. 8h.lto cm-
rhuniti... Th.y t&k up Mal@l
X3 !)oaan; By any m.aa! rce..
$ry' and fouDd th. B.an. in
arrn.d r$i5taa.6 !o police rism.
Tn.y quickly 8ai&d populsrily
amonS* th. exploit d ed op
pr!5!ed black connutrities
lhrough lh.ir audaciou! amed
a.tion. combined eilh se)fare snd
elf-help projdl..But in rcplacinS
Martin Lulhor Knds noo'rol.nc.
wilh a llELry of i&lstad armed
s!russ). lh.y ewed lh. s€ed6 of

Mudered
In ti.pon* to lh. srowth ard

eltetivenei. of the PaniheE th.
FBI orsdnised ! maslive'Count r
IDta)ligeDc. hDgrah'. On. by o.r.
lhe PsntheE w.n hur&hd d
fEh.d by ihe US .laLe. Man,
heroi. 6shLa e in USilils,.lill
re5i5lin8, toriuE and &litary
.@fiD.m.trL Hlving fail.d lo or.
grni* lh.blek hD.c ind.p.nd-
.nib,, or iol6k forlinlt wi!h bl&k
a.d whit Porter. in ih. fa.t+
ri6-i6pit their6o.inlisi rhet -
ric-th. Psnther. *cr. cruh.d
jrs! or .ftstively s the slav.
o$.r @.h.d th. revolt! ot th.
.inet €n$ entu.y.

M.anwhil. in th. Delrcit car
plank a Erie3 ofblack tsDk and
file grDup. emcrs6d, 6lled 'B€vc
I utiooary Unioo MovemGtrts'. Na-
lionali.t in inspiation ih. RUll!,
eventuallyo.geieds th. Lssur
of Revolutionary Bla.k Wor*eE
(LR8lU. But theysdopEd wildca.
stri}. &lion lheir nain l&ti..
fiey thut down th. planB rep.al-
edly in 1969 over .qud pay, joL
disimination a.d ripr.&ntatim
in th. UnitedAuto WorkoB union.

A€Ein, d.spilo .mbE ina on.
el.mentofa !tEta6, againlt bour-
g.ob int4rutionio, $!i. novc-
ment wa.ripplerl by iB ..pcE.
li3t Flitic.. Manywhita rark and
6le wo*.rt rupport d their d.-
mAnd. and..tionr. But !h., wer.
.x.lud6d frm LhG LRBW.nd tL.
Lague's leaderrhip uw no plae
for !h.m wiihin th. strusl. fd

At !h6 crucial moments th.
eEploylr. wer. abl. lo pi.k off
strile l@&r. with the union! help.
Itthour ! fight .lon8!id. whit
r,nk and 61. work.E t lnr.6.-
!rc1 of lho UAW fi.om ih. bureau-
.mti the LRBW es!..on marsi-
nalisid in th. fscto;o!.

T[... .xp.riens hishlishted .
dBr ju.l a n.tionrli.h h.d bo-
.m. ob6olol. s hed i!. org.ni3a.
tioDrl .mconil.anl, . *paEt
black politicd D6rty.'It!. US mrl<-
ing .la! D..d. . E I.rJ pany

lhat €n.olrlrore! rli!.c!i; ed
lhsg a. p6ri ofits g.n.rd Eyolu-
tionsry prosrrnmo, inedber th6
fight for blsck libcntior on it!
banner wlul. .pecisl orsanis.
tioosi and.ven bl&k prolelsrian
movem.nt ard unii.d frcnk. Ery
prcve ess.ntiol in the cour.e ofth.
struggle, a.epsEt party willb. a
di".rsion and !n ob6t .l..

By lhe.arly 1970! ih. Friod of
radjel blrk .! s!1. wu over.
wth rho vansued victihi*{
jail.d or murdered th6 door wa!
oFD for all kj nds of.harlatan. to
pGrur. as..lf appoinbd ).adeE.
Dcnothins.ultuEl nauoBlisr!
vied qth pbDem6ati. Psrtyin.
t.grarionist. in !h. .rh.t ric of

. .truggle. But the struggle itelf
had be€n defeatad and d.rsiled-

The lrrl8gle (ame up agrin!!
$.)imitsof *h,t capitsli.m would

5
8r6nt p.ac.fully. N.iU'.r int sra-
tionills nor r.volutioDary ap.r.-
ti.6 ould clD.! . Ey forward.
TtE integratidi!m oflha J.cI.o
and ih. Andr.w You.s! r.mai ncd
lourt6i. iDi.Srationim. I!of.red
nolhingt th. maar ofbla.k sork-
.r. and p@r.r@pi a few numbs
from lhe !abl. of !h6 Dewly ri.h
ond'int sraLd'bleck [ce.. Th.
..p@li!t! monlSd to eDorltc
tI. mdtradic.l bl&k fuht.r! from
th. oaly foft6 ir ro<icly thlt c.n
bring slout an .nd lo bla.k op-
pr.Eiory th. r,o.king (las.

B.lwen r954 and r9?0 th. blek
.tru8gl. in lh. USA .nompaed
.v.rylhiDgio.tqda4 p.&.-
tul prot .t.nd pl..diD8 wilh t)'.
Pr..id.n! lo .rtn.d in.qE<tion
and haii unolfti.l .t!ik. aclion.
By rnobilisins t un&.& of thou-
End! at ih. h.irhl of Aneri.{!
b@m an,t th. Cold War it d.Bon-

sts!.dihatrh..p..iallyopPr..t d
c.n play a l.adirs rol! in lh. claa
6tru88ls.

I!d.mon.Eat d th.bsnknp!.y
of .ll fom. of !.pratim for !h.
mililar! fght n lrnong$ lh. r!-
.ially oppreled. Ii .Iow.d rh.
ne.d and p6.ibilily oftcvolution-
aryurjtyb.iw4nblack &d whit
Porkcrr. M@t of all it d.hon-
.trat d lh6 n..d for a pany and
programme ihal unil.i th.
.lrus8le! of th. oppr.rs.d wilh
lh6 6gh! sgajnrt th. .spitali.l
.y.tcm. For i! h lha! t ttzm which
i. th. @uft. of lh.ir opPt ..i6
6nd rheE i! no road t bl.ck )ib-
.ration in ihe USA orh.r than
th'ough working.lait pow.i

gi?ts
)vyetr

i.1

0
\

p.per anti-mci6m ot theA.f LCIO
hod *nously rlleviarad rh. daily
mi$ry rtrd poverty of th. bln.k
ghello.ln 196? lhere wer. Eimrl.r
uprisings in Detroil Newark and
Clevelsnd.Ttey r€v.sledthe ne€d
for c)a$ a.rion against poveny
andjob disrimination. ond lor a
slrsl.sl th.! w.n! beyond domc
crolic r.form of tho capj tllilt Eys-
lom. lo ils oe..throw

The Memphit &nitation work-
.G'strik. of 1968, during whi.h
Morhn Lulh.r Kins wa! olssi-
nsted, wa! ju.! otre ot a i,ave of
,lrik.s by block workeB asaiffil
p@r pax b.d conditionssnd!&i.t
di*rihinalion in employmcnl.
Everrwher. th..lE5quesbon Po5
comi nA to lh. fore. po6i ns rn a.ut
rrili! of direclion lmons.t th.
rEdicols who hod united in th.
esily sirti€. r. pin Lhe Civil Rith !.
Ac!. The foilure ofthe Ac! to de-
ilroy ra.ism in.yitably l€d to tho
fr.gm.nt tiotr oflhe blftk hove.

On the one hdtrd, Kins'! r..
formiel followcrs embra.ed the
opportunity of jnlesEtion irlo
bourg@i! !6i.ry for n pnv1l.s.d
tlireoftlack boursroir and prciei-
3ionrl.. Synbolis.d by Jes3e
Ja(I$D they.volv.d sD dtrisht
slrdt &r ofboura.ois inkgaation.
i3m, collrbor.(i as with tl,c IJc*.
toa.aLthe '9ftnl siety'. Today

I fiII{
I

I

h lulure a(lcles we *ill look al
lhe posrtion olthe US kn on lhe
blacl sln4El6 and examine the
l.giy ot deteat ln the 1970s
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Fl OBBY SEALE gU a founiLr
I{md hv ladar or thc BI*IyP.ntt'i. Psrry for Solf
D.f.no. TtE Frty, vhi.h lat r
b..{". ju.l rh. Bla.k Panthcr
Pslty, *g fomd.d hy S..t. lnd
Hey N.wton in Oct&r 1966.

Itittok, rrilienbyB.bbyeh .
he wls r politic.l D.i.oner, i. !
vivid a.tnunt of th. PaDther/ for-
Dation lnd lubr.quon! .Eu[gl.i.
Iti.brilliet-

Hey .nd B<,tby 8r.w up;n 6.
bl&k rhetio ofoak).nd, a wqkinr
cl6.ity in th. BsyAu ofCrlifor-
Dia. Th. bool bring. lhat ahe$o to
life, erpo.ins lhe povorty and po-
li.. brutalit/ tha! bl&L peopl.
faed- ll rowd. 6. .pirir ofl!6i!t-
ane toopprssi@ thatlhaped th.
Pahther.' politi€ and:.d lo thei!
popularity an@gst lh. msg.

Ercmy
Innu.nced by Lh. t a.hisg! of

Md.olm L Hu.y 3d B.Shyqui.kly
b.ok. with lhe 'cullulal nationd.
i6u. Th. nalionali5B looled h6ck
lo Afri.a for their in6pimtion and
6aw sll $,hilas, irrcsp.ctive of lheir
.la po.ition, a th. enony. Th.
PutheE ew tbrcuth lhe nation-
alist! srbDpLloili.guisthe. -

flictofiDier.sts betwBr bla.x opi-
tali3b and the black p@r b.hind
lhe .Mounl8e of Afri.a dr@.

'Hu.y rculd .xplain mey time!
thatif abla.kburnt€llmsn io char8-
ins you th. sm. pnc.i d hi8h.r,
oven high.t priet lhan dddting
whit busin .sm!n, ihen hG him-
!€lfain'i nothin8 bul 6 erpldtar,
So ehy should blaak P.ople go for
Lhis kind ot dstem?'

& th. Pa;d;eB d.v.loped th.y
.olllborat d l{it}l ivhit {omiDnt d
orgsnistioD!. l}ley or8a is€d in-
sid. t). uniona building Psnlhor
caucu..r. Ih€ir h*r.r, Chsrler R
Gery, d'rbb.d th. 'Lnin of !h.
out rom' by Sed., wu whiL.

NoL ono of lhee action. @mpro-
mi4d lheir .trwgl. aaain4 ra.-
ilm md for bl6cklib.ratior'. In crn.
Fait, a S.al. .rplairu, th. Pp6.
mti.t! on a nub.r of os!io.r.
&riously ddnasea th. ltruEsl. by
@llaboEtiDA Pilh bla.k oF .m.
ploy.d !y !h. Eilt .t t.

Whil. ih. &p.reti.L Md po6.E
talked Hu.y ed Bobby dEid.d io
6.1 At r f&iling lo win ove. ih.
&paEti.t.. in MeEitl College Soul
Studenk Advi$r, Council lo !.1-
ing up arms and bujldins in th.
coEhuniiy Huey iLn@n@d thom:

'w. don'! hae. Em. fd you.
Yd'r jivingin th.4.oI.8!.. Yort
hjding b.hind th. ivory-wdled tow.
er! in !h. .olle8., and you'ro
lhucking and you r. jivin&'

'n'. P6t]'..Jfoun&tion wr! th!
dirst cor!.qu.nc. of thi..plitwith
culluEl natioMli'm and !.para-

Paffi
the Pirlh.E 6re! princip). Ps

am.d blo.t &lf-d€f.ne. By ih.
b;lliatrl.xploitation of thcUS.on-
.tilution sd Califmia tt3t L*!
on th. ridt !o bcu am!, th. Bb.I
P@th€E b.8an io.6ducl am.d
p6Eol. ofth. OaHed 8h.tto.

It. t chniqe lu ,ibpl.. So
lona s guD w.E on ili.pley..il
not pointjng at eyom ih. Pan-
the8.ould l.sBlly riiL rh. ttEi.
.m.d io lh. le.ah. Ard th.y did-
lriling@p cgl! vheEv.. t}ley wonr
Of.nur* the poli.. tri.d to pu! r
.t p to thi.. They hadnt coutd
on Hue/. tnowledse of lh. sun

1Ih. and .gajn lh. poli@ w.r
fsed down by P.nrh.r. with pi}
iol3 and .hotAuni. Ev.ry ttm. lh.
polio tri.d ro t6t. !h. suE nom
!h.mHu.yN.wtoqst dAoon-
.titutim rl th.D, lavirA th.m
bam.d. Ev.ry ti-e th. polic.
thut n.d !h. Pan!h.E, ..ch on
ofth.m woold Glicl a bull.t inlo th.

BOBBY SEALE

lhroughou! rhdr od.L.nc. th.
Pa.lhnEminedun lE6th€i!
!F!t Sic 8061.- The pmStainho,
dnlt d by N.wr.n ghd Seal., @-
art d of u.n Finl5, divid.d into
'whst we won!'ard 'what we be-
Ii.v.' e.tim. Itr onept of 'fre-
ddn'fd bkck pop). to d.t mi..
lh.ir oh ddtiny went no furthet
than s 611 for s lrniled Notion.-
lup€rvir.d plebiGcitr to b. h.ld
throughoul th. black colony in
*hich @ly blEk @loni6l Bubjet
will b. 6llop.d to participat , for
th. purposof d6t minirathe will
of th. bL.k ieople .3 lo th.ir na-

Thii dcmand con.eded to the
!.parati.k and nationali6ts ah!
.nthnc. of a bla.k na.ion. Iihm-
per.d the sbilit ofthe Pantlprs lo
d.hl.p . fi,lly f,.dsed.1@ lEaL
.S' fd blek lib.Etim in tho USA,
for i! |.ft d a pdiibilily a purely
r.tidDl elutim. ADd rh.n tho
Parlh.E w.E pEsd t giv. s
@rEr.t form io thi. pot ntiat E-
tiord elutior, th.y .nd.d up by
projrcting th6 ut pian id.a oI a
nitim bed on th6 dispusto ur-

In qrm, flowins frorn lh. id6 of
th! US black population d a s€ries
of cnmhunitie! constitutinS a Da.
tion, the P.nth..! jn$.aingly
tum.d lo .on.epB of ommunity
.onEol<f th. polie, of oducatid!
ofind$!'y.

Theo nalionalilt and
.omhunitsi.n rroirt , prelld*d
on ih. ida of Edonally B.p$aied
.omnunilie!, fla y conlradict d
th. P.nrh.n o..asional oll! for
.Gielirm and work E'@nitol.

Underpinnirs lh.e cnnfir*d
progrMm.tic gel. *a th. jnf u-
.n6 ofStalini3h. Wh.n th. Pan-
lh.E ltarLd ou! rh.y go! moey
for gun! b, &lliry M&'!'R.d B@r
at i pmnt to th.'Iadi@l lefti.t!'m
lh6 B.rkel.y univeBity .Mpus.
But Mao, Ho Chi Minh, Celm srd
CushE all b.g6 io ex6rt con.id-
dabl. i.fl@n.6 on th. thinlins of
Hucy ud lot$y. Thcy enkaed
!h. Sta)inisl'.t sr. tltdqa ofr.b

lution: 6r.t bl&k li!..!tion, th.n

In th. 68ht asaiBt 0'. f&sci.t'
US d.t th. primlry t !k ea! !o
unift th ls.np.nFol.Ld.t of the
gh.tto. Only .lt r thlt muld rhe
rEuSBl. for ncialim beome pc-
lible. 1116 lunFnpd€tdiat were
t .n a! the de.i6iv. for.. for cial
cheg!. And tlE D.t}lod fd.hang.
m-! tuii.bl. to lhis cle wa lh.
.rEed ltruSEl. in th. gh6ilo.

Vdi@. d-Lntiql. frch Hu.y
N.wt n cEldi.t d tlli3 .EaL$,.
Eut th.y r.rrdnedd..hrattoE. He
ol.d for . gln.rd rlvolutior in
th. 'Phit mothercounlrjl, bul
&v.lop.d r pr..tic. .r.l!6ively
b.r.d on !h. .Euggl6 in thc black

Slalininn al6o influ.n.ld th. d-
sinictim of lh6 Bls.l hnt}te.
P.rty- ft.nt F6nmh Lrhiog! on
gldlh l[ rm dei.iE in Hu.,
.nd Bo!b/. lhinkin8. Th. tm of
th.m et up lh. P.nth.r. ed be-
cqm. Minilt r of D.f.n.e and
ChairhD EFdjvely Wirh Dor.
r.cdjlr th.y .llablj.hed oth.r
po!l', bul th. olgani.ation re-
miin.d elin and undemcraiic.
Hu€y b.cs. e cull 68uro whe
own lbosght. w.r. ru.ly quB-
tim.d by tI. ant snd 61..

Non. of thi. &tl&t! from the
p)@ ofhonour that th. Bls.k Pan'
rh.E hav. in !h. hillory of th.
bl&t liberrtion .truggl.. l! @r!ly
uplein. lhal they failed io &velop
d politiol dr!t.6t lhsl c@ld ulti-
met )y daf.et lhe US imp.rialist

Reveoge

That.t t took viciou. revengE
on the young bl&k miiita.l5 who
had uad t}le 8un laB .o d.ry ilj
E i.i politt tnd thlir brutalistion
of ih. black .onnuniti... A ha-
.iv. ItsI o?..c6oq th. Counr.,
lnrelliS.nc. Prqr3mm., wet
Lu"ch.d.Ssioa th. P.rrb..a IGy
militant w....hot &rd iD &lih
d.t.ly protoLed rh@l-out with

HEy N.wton *{ *oon&d in
on. och *@taul Md, in d.nee
of all th. .vid.ne, wa im6rcer-

Boliy s.d. wE fr.m.d .nd
.N pFd tochicr8o *h.rc, wb.n h!
Ei.d lo d.f.nd hin&lf in c@rt, th.
juds. crd.Ed that h. b. .hain.d lo
. .hair lnd tag.d th@8houl ihe
rri.l.

F@d wilh t}i! pcNtiotr th.
Panth..r .idd'6m. Ib thi. &y
.oh. of !h.ir h.mbe6 rct in US
p.im( B.lby Sal.l b@k is a
Eibut b rh.s cbs war pri$n-
!r., tobh.k liboration fiShttrs who

8rv. lh.ir liv.. fG r nobl. .trus-
tl..

ftda/! 8en€ration of bl&k mili
ta i.e' l.trn ftm !h. mbt k€s
ofth. Pinth.r. B)a.k 6.lfdefen t
c.n b€ a .tarting point, ed i. a
vitd eleb.nl ofth. lirugal.. But i!
ha, to b. fooghl lor d part of a
prot Mh6 to link lh. .v.ry&y
.kusrl6. of bl6ck Eorler8 and
youth lo !h. ov.rthrow ofth. .api-

Bla.k ..lfortlni$lim hd t b.
.lrr! &!.d and tsl. ph.t witllin
lh. wido! working.lE3 movem.nl.
rhu, whil. r.voluhdrry Mrx-
i.!r.uplort bl&k @!cu*! in th6
work.rd hov.rn.nt 

^.d 
in ..!tain

.onditiom oe.n adv@lo a work.
jnA cle b)ek mov.m.nL, {e do
not adle@t. 0r. *uing up of !
rpaEt bl8k politi.d psrty. W€
6ghr far bl&k wdk.m ed youtl
lo to}. !h.ir pla.o in th. ldd.r.
.hiD of int sBled revo}rtionary
worl(.r3 .rgeni$tiN.

But a well l. l.rrning fiom the
PMthcrC hilt t.5 tod6/t youlh
mult d.o l.em ah. spirit ofherc-
i.fr sd th. will to &i lhat D.me-
.t d th. Bla.k Petb.r Palty if
th.y gur b hrinA th. i&a of
leidi.m ind bLtck lih.ratim to
lif..l

Seize The Time

PANTHER UK
Repeating the
Mistakes

ih. nMl lo.l dlYoEGd ftom th.
.trugd.: t h!v.. t rDgr.dm
tur Ua.r lD.6ton dlvorc.d rrom
tr. FlgElllF ior wof!'g chs

Io*tEE h P.trlh./. PlDr.lllE
b th. ry.rlbn ol uit.d .trutgb
i'lth s'hh. rc*.r a.H.at d. No
h't r b th. Cx. ol th. Uek
n 6d. knhh th. .trE6h 60r E
.Llm cwcl.l, dDLhEd. Th.
pLs. oa Prnth.r ltef wthh Ub
wql(.rr' andlfrtbrDt.rddmd

In ti. old .hy. 6rd.6 o, MIl
i.,t ll!r. m..nt to l.t tlF |rp.!}
.ld 6Dt th. iqrr.Ey w- . Llt
wl( Ycrllon ot rr!.sd.n Tod,,
6.d.r ol P.ith.r ctn only com
.hyrtth th. lrpr6.ld ih.t Pe
tlp b r bn wtE Ercd oa d.d(

Y.t, .. th. rhol. hLtory ol tlF
ongrEl Prdh.D .hos, lt *r mt
th. .hdtag. oa ro.lalbt th.iorL
th.t *..6. pobllc li F,r th.
bcl ol. comC.t. h@k wlln Urck
Ep.atEm lnd nrtl{allgrt lr.k
of a coErcl.lttlcg) lo llnk ti.ck
Fll<.r.r.. whh th. rtruEgb ot
lh. efioh rotkLE .Lg llllrd

Io.hy Panth.i UX b D..rlr!g
th. ni.t k6 ol Bobb, 5..b .,{
Hu., I.wto.. MlllGnt llrmtE.
.!n {rFn.F .lFold .kdrn a

-dq rc@t ol UE ta)etory o,
P.rth.. UX, rd Ei..t rh. c+
t tf,.nt dl.d ln b FoEI.litD.l

P TftEA Ul(, 6 lnd.Fnddn U.ck
oElll.rlo. rl[.<l to Mlllb,n, b
th. nh nlilnhrtlon dbtrlbslr\g
Eobb, S..L'. b@k ln Brltlln. TtE
,.otLm L thrt P.nth.r UK ...d
to h.E L.nEd mtHng trom tln
d.r.b. o( tlE orl8,n P.rtt'6E,
.id l. Ei to Epat tlr.m.

Th..nEE m. ol. ulct oE.^l
Etlon.llLd to Mllttlrt mr.t,it.
-m rc.tllE .h{ rctlvl.t. .r
o<lrL w.mt tnb th. oGrnlstlon
wtLh opgo{d Ebck s.ctl@ h
th. lrbdri P.rty on th. gr0!,!(r.
thlt li ro(lld.dlt ttr ro.ll]l:ch.?

loolod !t cb&l, how.Fr, Mllr
t trt'. P]rth.r rcdlG nt h *ith
Itt r*t cordet d b..,n oa
c.rrrk+-.{t i lr, Flhlc. ih&h
.6t lt r.6r bctn6 Erc-

Mlln nt'.@ritt d!&dtotd.
on oE li'trlrl *h.m: tl- rEF
foEtbn .a L,tour ldto . 'bturr
lntn En' tur ..d.lbt ch.,E ,
thr ro.cctul t ?ndolnilbn ol.&l

.t, tlro.tgrr. .och[.r t bor go$
otltEd b.clod !p by th. F*6'
or!..r{xt or. Thb ltprlt.d.d .
.t.rtotlc ..conrno&$on to li{om

lryth thrt..lr.m In rulr Mlltt nt
b corrrettE .FtL. m, b...d
6 . ddr.Crc ecmnndttbn to
Y.rlor. mov.m.ntr-l.hlnl.m
wlthln CADV, s@ttLh tlodlm
*tn S.otiLt Mlllt nt bb.{r. .nd
blrck &p.htlm whft Panrbr

P.rth.r UX h.r promt.<l Bobb,
Sdl. .nd th. orlElnal P.dth.n
oncdtlcrlt, r. . r.<t l ror U&l
,dnh In arlt.h to loll today. ar
ilF snr tD lt D! ira,t'E l..
.1.-L 'mrlmDr dmm' pr
lnnfr! ttth $. rl.th lod d!
vs!.d |iom UE .Lmd. ol.Yrl

Tll.. w.. tlF rtllod rrlF. .[
d.tunl Y.E .dd@d to tn
nrrlikd 'c!.i.t L.bolr aoFD
rEt'.Blt.tdL.lt thF rr'rE
lor Er.I D.rttlon lt lEt olll, lov-

f M.'l H.ri&! nvi.wt
I S.iaT h2 TM: Tha Stqt ofth. Bh.L Po^tha Pa!1t d|d I
I Huat P Ntuto^ by B.bby s.al.. 8l&k CIBjc Pr.sa I
I Aslfimor., 1991,.Pri6: tloso I

6ring ch,mb.r &d quot rhc law a regularpapcr and buil!. nation-
on lh6 riSht l,o slfJ f.nc. if ai- wjd. nsrnilation.
Lack d. Th.y ini!i6!6d unit d fron!!

Ttr.fretofth.a paEol. m ths egrin.a frlcirt and re in .lE-
bl*kornrnunityx/sre1€ctric,and tiou. It.y d.v.lop.d r.o.nmu-
dtor r numb.! of mqjor .onhontr- njty pirgrMm. bed I atisry-
tid. th. rankr oflh. psrty began inglh.imn.dia!.D6&oflhopc
to.Ell. Ilmonshatjons and rr.l. of th.8h.tlo--buldst fq.hil-
li6 .g.jrEt Flic. h@.n! 6 drtr, fr6 halrh (linie. fr6 .du-
in .upport of bla.k right! w.rc 6tion enE6 lhai taudr blek
fa.Ld by am€d Pantb.E. TtI. hillory. Th.y .on6cicnliour)y
polio .ted by, h.lpl..s io do any- purg.d .riminat. and oplortun-
thing olher th6n bi!i.r)y omrlain i!iF:ja.kao.p.!'-from th.ir
lhar $.ni8gfl *.re lwisli.8 th. Enk..
Con.titutiotr r!und'. Whil. all o( lhes e.dvili.r d.-

1t6 PelheE pui M6l@lm Xt ,narclt d th. Panlheri fi,om ihe
ne5..se,?.rym.rnBn€.es!arf rlfonni.t wiDS of ih. bl..k moE-
into pra.tie. But th.y comuD.d m.nt, lod by Maliin Luth.r Ning,
th.ir !rm.a ..lf-d.f.n.e pro- 6nd.a.ned tlDn lh. t ut ofbl&k
rlmm. *ith a Ense of !oli6..l smmuni6.. ..16. th. USA tlE
&dvi!i6 thst eon lh.n Ins!6 sup- BlEck Parltlt., Party frjl.d a, a
port b.yo8a Oakland, With pditic.l6eEniiadon.Ih.hcrri.n
Ddlids. gleav.r !r th.ir'Mini.- sdd.t rnin6iin of tlEPsth.rt
terforlnfonnatioo'theyproduc.d couldnotrub.tituLf6racl6i!rtvD

t\
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Fighting the lnner city blues
FOURTEEN YEAR old Benji
Stanley we shol th@ lire! wilh
s s,ngle Etrr.ll.d pump r.tim .hot-
sun, oncc in th.le8, then sgnin in
lhe uppcr chest A, he lay h.lpl.B
on th. n@r he ea. 6mlly blst d
fablly rhlou8h hi. h.arl. Hi!
mEk.d @ilnnt. .P.d of in a
siive..oloured.!rIpepl. th.
stree! l@Ied oD in lhock and fear.

You cdld b. forgiven for nisrsl-
ing this for. s.n. ou I ofSol, h ,/L
H@d q N.@ JocL Cir-'ftop@)ly
lhis wc not . hyp.d !p filnr but
ro^i life in Jduory outsid. a IV6r
Indion lnke.wny n.d lh. nolori-
ou3  lo6od.r Pdk E6lai., M6!
Side. Sh@ting!.re DoLan unom-
mon ccuften.o in Mc Sid., oD.
of M6n.h.st€r!6 m6! impo@rished
inner.ityseG, *heE80%of b)ek
you lh hnve no job or dny p.Gpects

Slgna
EmployeB opcrote a 'posl.code

pr.judjce' asaiBt Mc Side reri-
denl3-which heant you are dou-
bly .tigmali*d d und.siEbl. if
you rre bl&h and from MN sido.
l}le plighl of lhe un.bployed h.r.
k nad. .ven *or.. br the n.ar
iotal ln k ofrBr.rlion.l f&i:ilie3
ond *'. ov.rll grimn.$ of h@.-
ing edal6 ihat Eeiv. n6l io m
mointenon.e frott| th. city @un.il.

tli! in lhi3.limdt ihst!h.!ha*
drug bd*! @ ,bl. !o b@d a
whol. culluE of'bu.in.s <haind
..rvicins hop.t.!r addicB rnd

BY BE'I WILLIAMSON throuSh th. bsck lEet qui.k r
lhsn e)Dno in a c3.

Practicauy .v.ryono in Mo6,
Side, sv. lh. polio, kmw! or
kDo*! of.orncon. ehok ow. who
!h. Srngst€E ere. Il.y h.rlly c{n-
erl rhems.lveq going .round a.
lh.y do in fla.h 616 rnd flarh
clorh.., with th. in.vilabl.
porllphone in h6d Edy io c.ll
oul lo ' biE buy.r or all.r .! a
minuttk notic. !o n.gdt c.rn or-

No eooder, then, lhat few lcals
b.li.vo poli.t claiBt that Ben ik

We need to policc our
own ctmmuniues-we
know who the deale$
a,e-we arc Ue only
ones wlb can
co ectively cot hont
them

&d.B at the toa heira lusprt
in .h. poliet .y.s b..{,!. th.y
e. bl.ck. L..al A.i6rs ire isror.d
by poli.s wh.n their !hop. ar.
Bton.dbyEcilt 6.e.nwh.nth.y
ar. phy.icdly alt al.d.

1}lo polie }t3Y. Pr!,nied prcr.c-
tio. fo..nycn. cominsforwdd with
information aboul lh6 mur&r, but
lcone trults a forc. who hav. in
dt. p€ri only m& . f.w iokeniEtic
bolk on mdl fr, niddl6 tevel de6l-
.E. Orl. of their lu3gelt d ta.dct
bf!.ldng upa 6Fcid uniton moun-
tsin bik.s to 6ppr6h.nd tha c.!ri.
ers would b.laushable w.ro il not
$ palh.ticdly inld.qu.rt.. Th.y
Eo inepablo of 8!ttin8 to trip.
wilh !h. r.'l r..keE r..

lndequate
Meanehile the council is plan-

nins io speod !6 million on run.
down.6latrs in south Manchelt r
lo p.ovide 3.curity ry.t€m3 fot
hous€3 and ro clear lJp ihe litt r
and rublish on th. itleeb. This ir
totslly iMdequate-d sltctupl !o
pui! plater over o gaping {ound.

M*Sidei3 typi$l of hundre&
of inoer city ar6as acr6s Britaini
i! th. opiialist ci.ly we live in
the p@r sil oppEed in lh. bia
citie! ar. lcpl in th. th.tto, e-
tionod otr ftDm nor. tBpe.iabl.'
ar.ar ard ground doPn by poverty
md.taL hd ssm.nt. In thes e-
eas lherc can never be any 'efrec.
tive policind by th. siat., Th. pftb-
lem. w. f,.e a.s call3.d by.apit l-
ism.nd it ltrt. Th. Dbbl.h!
will rcv.r so away unlosl bclled
wilh mrkins .la5s an.wcE. thsre
ne& t b. a lnsiriv. progr.Em.
of publi. e,g.k, wilh Fopl. froE
th. .@munity .mplor.d f.r t}L
.nnmunity tobujld &6nthou6..
to buil d ed run playSr.und!, lkato
pa*., youlh and lo.ial duh. lnd

lrymon, a 3inal. psr.nts, un.
cnploy.d or psrt tin. sorkeE d
i$lat d 6 thee Btst.. with f.w
opporturi ci.s to tal. psrt ia .o.id
Ut or !6r.ation. Woh.n n..d
.ftes io s.cur. jok with good
wage!, onal d...nt h.mdB for !im..
whon they .ant work. PDvidins

14 yar oE adrl slanl.y, mrdcr tl.!m

OUT WI

Il!!.|qffi ld.lllrtlord
,os?r.l ollt llcl

lssue 10 ayailabl€ now

Erop6 6no. Maaslrtctt
Founh lnt€mallonal ln the 19:,0s

Geman lmoerlallsm's crisls
so(h Arica

Aboilon ddrs
a.d mtEh moro

!&e I2.5o lnc p&p liom
Wofte,s Pow€r, 8CM 7750

l-ondon ualN o0(

Iho
Trotskyist
Manifesto

RieO t* tgCts wsitioas on
dolerce ol lha enidnment ln
ov manllesto tor the 799Os

Frc. cop, wlth .vq, ,w
abendbll to l ork BPow.t

L J

BADGES!

G.t lh.m Bhll. y4 c.nl
15 to. r0 tlsm:

Wo,k4rs Povr€r, BCM 7750
London vr(:lN 3XX

o..h.. lnd nu.sdo., Fe. for pd-
.nts lo u* snd MEdled bI th.
p@nl3ind wo.ker. in them ,ould
fr.. rcm.r hom !h. burden orper-

lmFoving housing sd facilities
cunot b. l.O to tI. @uncil! wh6e
fiEL priorily i! to mal. !h.ir b.ol.
bahnc. for lh. bankers and
bos*Flo<d reiid.tLr ond eon-
cil wdk..6 chou)d decid. plaos for
hou.ing, and rft6tion fnciliti.s
ed d€nand fundi ns fmm th. sov-

Pmfils
Whil. d,u$ r.main illesd, del.

.rs will alwaF b. ,bl. lo ha}.

.{ortion.L profilr ftom !h. pck.
el. of lh@ who csn ill 5{Tord them
by *lUnr jmture dn s!, aduller-
at..d with .rap lik. .trychnine,
.h.llq t lom Fwder and snd. In
depressed clmmunitj.. dru8s *.
aIadity lhat will notgD away. Youth
f&.d wjih overphelrning inn.r{ily
blue3 can es&pe for a whil6 by
getting ou! of lheir hoad!.

Ths .n$!r to !hi! i. not lo hunt
dom dd tum aU r@ ki& itrto
cininrl!, but to hak. th! $pply
ofdrug!leg -Ori. *ould pull tle
rug fron und.rn.alh th. dru8
bo3g. I! *ould nean Eclladon of
!h. lupply ar.l quality of drugs
would b. t k.nou!ofth.hrndsof
tho profi haring gsngBleB.f h. sup-
ply of dtugr could b. Gmpmied
by bctt r ervies Md 3upport for
thG6 wilh &ug r.l.t d prcb1.65.
It would.t p.ddicB st alin8 ftom
lh.ir ovn .le ed }jllins them-

TIE cmmunity rnu6t cme t6
A.th.r no* io &iv. !h. .lrug bGes
Md lh.ir lvil ilt Nt W. r€d lo
Flic. our o*n cmmunjti.Fe.
know who lh. dederr are-we ar€
!h. only on.! Pho csn collectieely
onftoot !hen.'Ib thi3 end w. ned
to s6t up .ohEuniry d.f.n.e
squads. Wo @nro! r.)y on the pG
lice; lh.y ar. th. Eqjot pe.peEa.
loB of violenco agajn6i our co -
muni6.r rather lhe ou. prot .-
toE.Ir.a: d6f.ne 6qu.& n.ed !o
b. !as.d on cmmunily orsMis-
iion6 on ih. .ilates. includinS
youth, womon! snd black orsani-
Eiions. Itl.la groups should ljnk
up t orgsnje an .d delencF
pacifi.t'mishbourhood walch'
eh.E€. .t! u*les sgai Gt atuEd
racket .n 6nd policFbut at the
lmo tim. lalo up a political rtrug.
ala io korfom the )iv.. of p6ple
or th. .rt ter lh@gh lin}. wjrh
tb. orsani..d wdkcB lsdl,

Delene
Ib provid. .ne.tiv. lo(.1 defence

th. 8un hy. mu6t b. r.fomcd to
dlow worlina clB Fopl. lo carry
tun.. In tI. sirtiB Bobby S.ale,
Huey P N.$aon Md rh6 Penlhers
werc !bl. to cl@ doM lh. drug
rack.t .n in hey inpov.ri.h.d
inm!<iry bl&k gh.l.lo6, but onl,
by dploitiry lh. [b.ra] Aneri@
tunlaP!rad byorss sinSthem-
elEr iDlo dj*iplir.d 6quad! ed
onftonling lh. police.

W. n..d to leorn tom 6u.h les,
@. of wlat @ be achieved by
wdking cl.s peopl.. Such 

^inslnd a.tioN will no! b. ersily real.
iad, butwith 0r! sE.ngth, dsency
ind .olid.;ty l@l i nn.r<ity .oh-
munilie!.re fon d roen8cnder-
lhrough.tru8dot sether-w.(e
beat lh. inner<ity blu... !

bored toonag.rs a! .rorbilani
lric"i Manyo{then ar.lh.n for..d
t steol and muA io.ustain th.i!
habiG. YounssleE ag€d l€n and
upwar& e io the .mploy of th.
msin d.al.B. ,Ilmpt d by la!g.
omounL of money e.l pr6tige,
th6 ki& a.i a! .ourier. by Ealff.k-
ing lary. quntiti8 of huh, 'E!',
sms.k, col. ond crk acrlg lh.
.slate. Ridi.8 6 ihoir mou.tain
bikes lh.r ar. inconlpi.uou! and
6re sble to tssnsporl ths drugs

killiry was a r!!u:l of a di6puL
over s srol.D mountsin bile. Whil.
B.njil m!m i! und.r.t&&bly &.-
p..au. L Ey io diiLan.o him ftom
involvemenlin drus!,itv@lde6m
that th. polie aro putting thi! for-
wedEapcsibl.DotiEae
stt mp! lo .ov.r up th.ir lotal i.-
abi)ity ed unwilliope$ lo @n-
fiont th. .lruA bo6&r. The 16.l
prs66 hE dn 6torie! wilh quot !
iom . wid. Eng. of clnnunity
load.E all eying lh. sm. fijnr-
'p.opl. trut rh. poljo les than
they do the d.6ler.'. ltis i. no
sulp;to-the poli.. ar. no ftiln&
of lh6 l6sl @Emuniiy. I}E p.lic.
hms lsal ydth. ed fMi:i.r
who haE no cothetidr with thg

r-----.---
! FIGHT FOR
i woRxeRs PowERr
! o ,.-,.**. *..bo{t worr.6 PwGr
I o I '.nt to lotn worL.B Pow.r
I u*. r* -, "* 

,*, "-, 
or wqte6 p@.r .4n nMln, l,r. qr .

I sub3ciptm e. olh.r t4lBh bnau.3e runlarbaroruE LRC l@.v.'l.bL

r I rolld llk. t. rcb.crlb. t.
I o wolh.B P.h, t7 id 12 B3Es
I o tDt.krt.r tnr.h.tron{ ta rd 3ls3s.
I ,o". .n-u.. oa,uo'" ,o **e6 to*.r and *rd to:

I wqrrB Porcr, 3CM ?75O. L.ldon WCI 3[
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